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Notice of Exemption Appendix E 
 
To:Office of Planning and Research From: (Public Agency) Sierra Nevada Conservancy 
P.O. Box 3044, Room 212 11521 Blocker Drive, Suite 205 
Sacramento, CA 95812-3044 Auburn, CA 95603 

County Clerk 
County of: Tulare 

221 South Mooney Boulevard 
Visalia, California 93291 
Fresno 
2220 Tulare St 
Fresno, CA  93721 

Project Title: Grant Grove Big Stump Ecological Restoration Project, Phase Two 

Project Location – Specific: 
Four treatment areas centered at approximately 36°43'9.18"N and 118°57'35.55"W; 36°43'14.95"N and 118°55'49.85"W; 
36°43'45.84"N and 118°56'49.47"W; and 36°45'7.16"N and 118°56'25.51"W. 

Project Location - City: Wilsonia, CA Project Location - County: Tulare, Fresno 

Description of Nature, Purpose and Beneficiaries of Project: 
The Sierra Nevada Conservancy would provide funding for hazardous fuels reduction treatments on at least 2,034 acres of 
National Park land within Sequoia and Kings Canyon National Parks, 60 miles east of Fresno. The goal of the project is to 
implement fuel reduction treatments to protect special-status species including giant sequoia (Sequoiadendron giganteum) 
groves, enhance forest habitat resiliency, improve visitor and employee safety, and protect cultural resource values. The fuel 
reduction treatments would involve site preparation and thinning/clearing followed by broadcast burning. Thinning and clearing 
activities would be implemented by piling dead and downed woody material and clearing of 20-foot-wide paths to facilitate fire 
line construction. Following thinning and clearing, National Parks and U.S. Forest Service fire crews would implement broadcast 
burn treatments. 

Name of Public Agency Approving Project: Sierra Nevada Conservancy 

Name of Person or Agency Carrying Out Project: Great Basin Institute 

Exempt Status:  

Statutory Exemptions. State code number: Public Resources Code Section 4799.05(d)(1) 

Reasons why project is exempt: 
CEQA does not apply to prescribed fire, thinning, or fuel reduction projects undertaken on federal lands to reduce the risk of 
high-severity wildfire that have been reviewed under the NEPA if the primary role of a state or local agency is providing funding 
or staffing for those projects. The Sierra Nevada Conservancy would provide funding for fuel reduction treatments on 
approximately 2,034 acres of National Park land. The proposed activities were reviewed in their entirety under NEPA in the Park 
Ridge Prescribed Burn Categorical Exclusion (CE), Tower Prescribed Burn CE, Big Stump East Fire Restoration CE, and the 
Pan Point Prescribed Burn CE, all of which were signed in September 2021. 

Lead Agency  
Contact Person: Shannon Ciotti  Area Code/Telephone/Extension: (530) 906-7345 

If filed by applicant: 
1. Attach certified document of exemption finding. 
2. Has a Notice of Exemption been filed by the public agency approving the project: Yes    _   No        

Signature:   Date:   Title:   

Signed by Lead Agency: Yes Signed by Applicant: No 

Authority cited: Sections 21083 and 21110, Public Resources Code. Date received for filing at OPR:   
Reference: Sections 21108, 21152, and 21152.1, Public Resources Code. 







https://ceqanet.opr.ca.gov/2014112036/2
https://ceqanet.opr.ca.gov/2014112036/2


RESOURCE CONSERVATION DISTRICT of TEHAMA COUNTY 

  2 Sutter Street, Suite D ♦ Red Bluff, California 96080 

MEMORANDUM 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Addendum I Tramway Road/South Component to the Tramway Road/A-Line Road/F-Line/Road 90A 
Shaded Fuel Break Initial Study and Mitigated Negative Declaration 

Date:                October 8, 2021 

Project Name:            Tramway Road/A-Line Road/F-Line/Road 90A Shaded Fuel Break 

Lead Agency:             Resource Conservation District of Tehama County 
       2 Sutter Street, Suite D  
       Red Bluff, CA 96080  

Contact Person:          Tom McCubbins CEQA Project Manager 530-200-1231 

Project Location:     The Project Area for the Tramway Road/South Unit component of the Tramway 
Road/A-Line Road/F-Line/Road 90A Shaded Fuel Break is approximately 4 miles east of the Ponderosa Sky 
Ranch, one mile east of Lyman Springs, 8 miles southeast of the Manton community and six miles west of 
Mineral.  

Responsible Agency:   Sierra Nevada Conservancy 
         555 Main Street, Quincy, CA 95971 

Project Sponsor:          Sierra Nevada Conservancy 
         555 Main Street, Quincy, CA 95971 

General Plan Designation: 
         Foothill Residential/Timber Mountain 

Zoning:             Agriculture, Rural Residential, Timber Preserve Zone 

Reason for Addendum: This CEQA addendum has been prepared to describe and discuss the array of pre-
Project implementation environmental analysis used by the Resource Conservation District of Tehama County 
(RCDTC) in determining that recently proposed changes to the original Tramway Road/South Unit 
component of the Tramway Road/A-Line Road/F-Line/Road 90A Shaded Fuel Break Project Area will 
have no additional impact on Project Area resources. These changes include those related to the original Project 
Area footprint and set of fuels treatment. The addendum has also been prepared to demonstrate that the set of 
Mitigation Measures developed and described in the original CEQA Initial Study/Mitigated Negative 
Declaration (IS/MND) prepared by the RCDTC in 2014 will protect the natural and cultural resources found 
within the original and newly proposed Project Areas.  
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Background: 
As originally proposed, the Tramway Road/A-Line Road/F-Line/Road 90A Shaded Fuel Break Project area 
was divided into two units (North Unit and South Unit) and four road segments as described in the original 
Initial Study/Mitigated Negative Declaration prepared for this effort and approved by the Resource 
Conservation District of Tehama County Board of Directors.  Map A Tramway Road Detailed Project Area 
Overview Map shows the South Unit (highlighted in Pink) which traverse Tramway Road along with other 
previously completed fuels projects within the surrounding area (highlighted in blue). The two units of the 
Tramway Road/A-Line Road/F-Line/Road 90A Shaded Fuel Break Project were developed and analyzed 
separately as each have different proposed fuels treatments and different sources of funding. Project work within 
the North Unit entailed mechanical treatments of dead and live fuels and was completed in 2016 utilizing U.S. 
Forest Service project dollars (See maps and Project description in the original 2014 IS/MND).  
 
The proposed Tramway Road/South Unit is located along Tramway Road south of State Route 36E. The 
originally proposed Project work within the South Unit entailed hand cutting and chipping live and dead fuel 
along a 6 mile portion of this unpaved secondary Tehama County maintained route between its southerly 
junction with Sierra Pacific Industries N-Line Road near Lyman Springs to its northerly junction with State 36E 
and SPI Road 90A located approximately 2 miles east of Lassen Lodge and five miles west of the Mineral 
community (See Map A and Map B Detailed Project Area Maps Created From Those Found in 
Attachment A Sierra Pacific Industries Prepared Cal Fire Treatment Exemption 10% Dead, Dying, or 
Diseased Trees Fuelwood or Split Products or Removal of Slash & Woody Debris or Removal of Slash & 
Woody Debris Not located Within a WLPZ Exemption). Currently proposed work to be completed within the 
South Unit is anticipated to be completed in early 2022, entailing a combination of mechanical treatments along 
with follow up herbicide applications by landowner. The completion date is dependent upon approval of 
proposed changes to the Project Area, Project treatments and this CEQA addendum document by the Sierra 
Nevada Conservancy (SNC) Board as well as weather conditions during Project implementation.  
 
Based upon discussions with Sierra Pacific Industries forestry staff, several proposed changes to the Project 
Area and fuels treatments were recommended in order to improve the protective capability of the original scope 
of work. This will be achieved through better use of the Project Area’s terrain and present conditions as 
described in the November 2014 IS/MND. Proposed changes are displayed and referenced by number on Map 
A.  Map B provides detailed maps of the revised Project Area (highlighted in green) that were included in the 
Sierra Pacific Industries prepared Cal Fire Exemption document 10% Dead, Dying, or Diseased Trees 
Fuelwood or Split Products or Removal of Slash & Woody Debris or Removal of Slash & Woody Debris 
Not located Within a WLPZ Exemption (Cal Fire document #2-21EX-01225-TEH) shown as Attachment 
A. As currently proposed, dead and green fuels would be treated using machine cutting and biomass chipping of 
high hazard conifers and understory material under 10 inches dbh (oaks 6” and under dbh). This material would 
then be transported off-site to a power generation operation provided there is a receptive facility. If there are no 
power generation facilities accepting forest biomass material or transport cost is prohibitive, mechanical 
mastication treatment will leave biomass on soil surface. The revised treatment area dovetails with recently 
completed even-aged harvest units along with adjacent fuel breaks and other treatment sites located on SPI and 
Turner Ranch timberlands that are shown in blue on Map A. Proposed changes in the Project Area treatment 
types also preserve the originally proposed 300 foot or greater treatment width and 290-acre treatment area.  
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Project Area Change A (1) and Project Area Change B (2) 

An approximately 1.5-mile long portion of the original Tramway Road/South Unit Project Area that connected 
with State Route 36 E and SPI’s A-Line (along with the rest of this Project’s overall North Unit) is located on a 
slope above the highway right-of-way. This portion of the original Project Area was removed as a treatment site 
after it was determined too steep for mechanical treatments and unsafe for use by firefighting equipment and fire 
suppression personnel once Project work was completed. The deleted Tramway Road segment is displayed on 
Map A with red cross hatches under reference number 1. A 1-mile long spur route to the northwest off of 
Tramway Road traverses a relatively gentle slope that connects with State Route 36E at Lassen Lodge.  This 
road segment has been added as a treatment site in order to improve protection to forest stands and provide 
defensible space to structures at the Lassen Lodge site. This change in treatment area will also improve ingress 
and egress by firefighting personnel to the Tramway Road/South Unit (See pink line under reference number 
2 as well as Map B).  
 

Project Area Change C (3) 

Treatment of green and dead fuels would be completed along an east-west trending cross county (non-roadside) 
ridgeline route located immediately south of Chapman Gulch between Tramway Road and Little Giant Mill 
Road. The non-roadside overland distance of this newly proposed treatment area is approximately 1.7 miles. 
These ridgetop treatments are expected to provide superior protection to developed sites in and around the 
Lyonville and Lyman Springs areas as well forest lands in the event of north-south trending wildfires. (See pink 
line under reference number 3 on Map as well as MAP B). 

  

Project Area Change D (4) 

As proposed, the southern boundary of the Tramway Road/South Unit Project Area has been adjusted so that 
fuel treatments would continue along a .5-mile segment of the SPI maintained N-Line Road just east of its 
junction with Tramway Road near Lyonsville.  (See pink east trending line under reference number 4 on 
Map A as well as MAP B) 

 

Analysis of Current and Proposed Project Areas  

Although this Project’s overall footprint would be changed, approximately 80% of the currently proposed   
modified Project Area was analyzed in the original Tramway Road/A-Line /F-Line Road 90 A Shaded Fuel 
Break Initial Study/Mitigated Negative Declaration funded by the SNC. Other portions of the revised Project 
Area including proposed non-roadside treatment areas were analyzed for impacts in the Sierra Pacific Industries 
prepared Cal Fire treatment exemption document 10% Dead, Dying, or Diseased Trees Fuelwood or Split 
Products or Removal of Slash & Woody Debris or Removal of Slash & Woody Debris Not located Within 
a WLPZ Exemption shown as Attachment A. The exemption document is renewed annually and has a current 
expiration date of September 20, 2022.  Environmental analysis of specific Project impact sites, the overall 
Project Area and surrounding lands was also completed in connection with the development of various SPI 
prepared Timber Harvest Plans (THP). Combined, the original CEQA IS/MND, Exemption document and THPs 
analyze Project related impacts within the entire Project Area and surrounding lands as originally described in 
the 2014 IS/MND and as currently proposed.  As a result, the RCD of Tehama County has made a determination 
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that there will be no impacts to any cultural or natural resources within the Project Area or surrounding lands 
that have not already been described within this array of environmental analysis. The RCDTC has also 
determined that the set of Mitigation Measures shown in the original 2014 IS/MND are sufficient to protect 
Project Area and local area resources.  

 
 
Biological Resource Impacts of Project Work Related to Revised Project Areas and Newly Proposed 
Treatments:  

In preparing the Biological Resources component of this Project’s original IS/MND, the RCD of Tehama 
County utilized State, Federal and SPI provided information. Initially, RCDTC personnel conducted a 9-
quadrangle query of the California Natural Diversity Database which was completed in order to identify listed 
species which might be found within Project impact sites and a significant portion of the surrounding area. The 
Cal Fish database, State of California Wildlife Habitat Relationship System and other references were also 
reviewed in order to determine the possible occurrence of special status species. Input from a federal perspective 
was provided by Lassen National Forest and the US Fish and Wildlife Service through federal database searches 
along with telephone conversations, emails and other correspondence with agency staff. 

 

Related to field surveys for biological resources, SPI has completed timber harvest operations on portions of 
their lands immediately adjacent to or surrounding the current and proposed Project Area. Implementing these 
harvest operations required research and field surveys that were conducted in order to identify the potential 
occurrence of listed species. The results of these efforts were reported in Timber Harvest Plans that were 
prepared under requirements established in the California Forest Practices Act. The Registered Professional 
Foresters preparing these THP analyses conducted scoping for listed, threatened, endangered, sensitive and 
some non-listed plant and wildlife species that occur within portions of the watersheds surrounding the THP 
analysis area. The analysis process utilized by SPI foresters included a search of the California Natural Diversity 
Database, the SPI in-house botany/wildlife database, a review of the California Department of Fish and 
Wildlife’s Biogeographic Information and Observation System, consultation with individuals having specialized 
training and experience in the area along with the SPI forester’s personal training and fieldwork. Similar 
resources and field efforts were utilized by SPI forestry personnel in developing the Cal Fire treatment 
exemption document 10% Dead, Dying, or Diseased Trees Fuelwood or Split Products or Removal of Slash & 
Woody Debris or Removal of Slash & Woody Debris Not located Within a WLPZ Exemption shown as 
Attachment A. Importantly, no additional concerns related to biological resources were identified during 
preparation of the exemption document or THPs. Based upon a thorough review of these environmental analysis 
documents, the RCDTC has determined that the biological resources found within the original and newly 
established Tramway Road/South Unit Project Area will be protected by the original set of Mitigation 
Measures developed and described in the existing Tramway Road/A Line Road/F Line Road/Road 90-A 
Shaded Fuel Break Project IS/MND prepared in 2014.    

 

Cultural Resource Impacts Related to Revised Project Area and Newly Proposed Treatments:  

In surveying for cultural resources related to preparation of the original 2014 IS/MND, the RCD of Tehama 
County procured the services of a professional archeologist who gathered field data and cultural resource 
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information. Survey areas and data collected included those related to the original Project Area and immediately 
surrounding lands. Most of the surrounding area including those newly proposed Project sites have been 
harvested under California Forest Practices Act Timber Harvest Regulations which require at a minimum, 
cultural resource surveys conducted by a Registered Professional Forester. In addition, treatments to be 
completed under SPI’s 10% Dead, Dying, or Diseased Trees Fuelwood or Split Products or Removal of 
Slash & Woody Debris or Removal of Slash & Woody Debris Not located Within a WLPZ Exemption 
(Attachment A) will not be completed within the vicinity of sensitive cultural resource sites. If unidentified 
cultural resources were found within proposed treatment areas however, these would be protected from impact 
and discovery by the provisions of the Cal Fire exemption document (see item 6 on page 3 of Attachment A). 
Based upon a review of the environmental documents described above, the RCDTC has determined that the 
Cultural Resources found within the original and newly established Project Areas will be protected by the 
original set of Mitigation Measures developed and described in the existing Tramway Road A Line F Line 
Road 90 A Shaded Fuel Break Project IS/MND prepared in 2014. This analysis also revealed no unaddressed 
issue related to Cultural Resources.   

 

Discussion of Potential Impacts Related to Other Resource Issues Analyzed in the Original Tramway 
Road A Line F Line Road 90 A Shaded Fuel Break Project IS/MND.  

Aesthetics: 

Like those within the original Project Area, newly proposed treatment sites are located within a remote area of 
Tehama County. The proposed Project segment connecting the original Project Area to State Route 36E will be 
screened from public view with a buffer strip along the Cal Trans right-of-way (Refer to Project Area Change 
A (1) on Map A). Once Project work is completed, treatment areas along Tramway Road will have an 
appearance similar to other public roads in the area that have had roadside vegetation treatments completed. 
(Refer to the blue line on Map A which traverses Little Giant Mill Road and several SPI maintained 
routes). Like roadside areas along Tramway Road, the cross country non-roadside treatments south of Chapman 
Gulch will result in forest stands that have a lower and thus more natural stem count of trees per acre resulting in 
improving forest heath (Refer to Project Area Change C (3) on Map A). These cross-country treatments are 
also expected to provide superior protection to developed sites and forest stands in the event of north-south 
trending wildfires.  

  

Agriculture and Forestry Resources: 

Land uses within both the original and newly proposed treatment areas are similar thus no impacts to these 
resources will occur that are attributable to the revised Project Area or fuels treatments.  

 

Air Quality: 

The environmental analysis and conclusions developed for Air Quality as found in the original IS/MND, THP 
and Exemption documents identified no additional issues. Consequently, no impacts to these resources will 
occur attributable to the revised Project Area or fuels treatments. The RCDTC has also determined that air 
resources as found within the original and newly proposed Project Areas will be protected by the set of 
Mitigation Measures described in the 2014 IS/MND. 
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Geology / Soils: 

The geologic structure and soils within the revised Project Area are the same as those found within the originally 
proposed Project sites. Consequently, the environmental analysis and conclusions developed for Geology and 
Soils as found in the original IS/MND, THP and Exemption documents identified no additional issues.  The 
RCDTC has also determined that these resources as found within the original and newly proposed Project Areas 
will be protected by the set of Mitigation Measures described in the 2014 IS/MND. 

 

Greenhouse Gas Emissions: 

Chipped live and dead vegetative fuels removed from the Project Area will be hauled to a biomass cogeneration 
energy plant to be used as fuel. The pollution control equipment at such facilities will remove a significant 
portion of the GHGs generated by the combustion of this material. The planned small amount of forest fuels left 
on site in the form of chips will generated GHGs through decomposition. Improved growing conditions for large 
trees left on site however will sequester most of this GHG production. As a result, no increase in greenhouse gas 
emissions is anticipated that are attributable to the revised Project Area and proposed treatments. In the event 
that local cogeneration facilities are unable to take a significant amount of chipped material, the analysis of 
GHG impacts related to leaving a larger amount of this material on site as shown in the Project’s 2014 Initial 
Study/Mitigated Negative Declaration still apply.  

 

Hazards & Hazardous Materials: 

The environmental analysis and conclusions related to Hazards and Hazardous Materials found in the original 
2014 IS/MND, Project Area THPs and the Cal Fire Exemption document identified no additional issues. The 
RCDTC has also determined that the entire Project Area including both the original and newly developed 
Project sites will be protected from Hazards and Hazardous Materials by the set of Mitigation Measures 
described in the original IS/MND which will be fully adhered to. 

 

Hydrology / Water Quality: 

The environmental analysis and conclusions developed for Hydrology and Water Quality as found in the 
original IS/MND, THP and Exemption documents identified no additional issues. The RCDTC has also 
determined that all Mitigation Measures related to Hydrology and Water Quality developed in the original 
CEQA document will apply to both the original and revised Project Area and will be adhered to during all 
Project implementation efforts.  

 

Land Use/Planning: 

No additional impacts to land use and planning are anticipated in the completion of green and dead fuel 
treatments within the revised Project Area. 
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Mineral Resources: 

No additional impacts to mineral resources are anticipated in the completion of Project work within the revised 
Project Area.  

 

Noise: 

No increase in total noise related impacts is anticipated in completing Project work within newly developed 
Project impact areas as similar amounts of noise will occur within both the original and newly proposed Project 
sites. The environmental analysis and conclusions related to noise as found in the original IS/MND, THP and 
Exemption documents identified no additional noise issues.  

 

Population / Housing: 

Public Services: 

Recreation: 

Utilities / Service Systems: 

The environmental analysis and conclusions developed for these four resource categories as found in the 
original IS/MND, THP and Exemption documents identified no additional issues.  

 

Transportation / Traffic: 

In order to complete treatments along Tramway Road, the RCD of Tehama County will obtain an Encroachment 
Permit from the Tehama County Road Department. In the event Project work requires access to the State Route 
36E highway right-of-way, an Encroachment Permit will be obtained from Cal Trans District 2 personnel. Based 
upon the analysis processes described above, no additional concerns related to Transportation or Traffic were 
identified within the original and newly established Project Areas. The Mitigation Measures described in the 
original IS/MND dated 2014 will prevent impacts to the Project Area’s Transportation system and related 
traffic. 

 
Determination of the Resource Conservation District of Tehama County  
Based upon the analysis processes completed in connection with development of the current (2014) IS/MND, 
prepared for the Tramway Road/A-Line Road/F-Line/Road 90A Shaded Fuel Break, Timber Harvest Plans 
prepared for lands within and adjacent to the proposed Project Area and Sierra Pacific Industries’10% Dead, 
Dying, or Diseased Trees Fuelwood or Split Products or Removal of Slash & Woody Debris or Removal of 
Slash & Woody Debris Not located Within a WLPZ Exemption shown in Attachment A along with 
associated Mitigation Measures described in the original IS/MND; changes to the original Project Area footprint 
and modified treatments are considered minor technical changes to the Project and would not result in any of the 
conditions described in CCR§ 15162 calling for the preparation of a subsequent EIR or negative declaration to 
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NOTE: If "YES" please refer to 14 CCR§ 1038.1(c)(15)(A-C). Have a RPF attach to the submitted notice of exemption a written explanation and 
justification for the harvest of these trees, refer to 14 CCR§ 1038.1(c)(15)((8)(1-3) 

5. 14 CCR § 1038.1 (c)(12) NO timber harvesting is permitted within the standard width of a Watercourse or Lake Protection Zone (WLPZ) per 14 CCR§
916.4 [936.4, 956.4](b) (exceptions do apply see below) or within a WLPZ of a watershed identified as Anadromous Salmonids Planning watersheds
(ASP) per 14 CCR§ 916.9 [936.9, 956.9](s), unless the harvesting in an ASP WLPZ is recommended in writing by CDFW to address specifically
identified forest conditions, 14 CCR§ 916.9(s)(6) (optional)

Two exceptions permitted in WLPZs outside of an ASP watershed:
(Please indicate below if trees meeting the exception identified below are anticipated to be harvested. {If not then leave blank)

SANITATION-SALVAGE harvesting per 14 CCR§ 913.3 [933.3, 953.3] or 0 
for the removal of DEAD or DYING trees per 14 CCR§ 916.4 [936.4, 956.4](b) l2J 

Exception in WLPZ of ASP Watersheds 
Will harvesting occur within a WLPZ of an ASP watershed based on written recommendation from CDFW? D 

If YES then provide a copy of the written recommendation from CDFW identifying the specific reason for the recommended harvesting. 

NOTE: Trees to be harvested shall be marked by an RPF or a supervised designee of the RPF PRIOR TO TIMBER OPERATIONS. 

6. 14 CCR§ 1038.1(c)(3)(A-C) No Timber Operations on any site that satisfies the criteria listed in 14 CCR§ 895.1 for a Significant Archaeological or
Historical Site (information on some of these sites may be available from the Information Centers of the California Historical Resources Information
System within the Department of Parks and Recreation), except under the following conditions:

Have significant archaeological sites been identified within the project area? (required) l2J YES D NO

- Will operations occur within these identified archaeological sites? D YES l2J NO
If YES Sites must be preserved in place by capping or covering with a layer of soil. Please include a written concurrence from the
Departments Archaeologist at the time of submission. D

7. TENTATIVE COMMENCEMENT DATE OF TIMBER OPERATIONS: (required) upon exemption submission 14 CCR§ 1038.1(a)(5)
Before beginning Timber Operations, the Timber Operator shall notify the Department of the actual commencement date of operations. The
notification, by telephone, mail, or email, shall be directed to the appropriate CAL FIRE Unit Headquarters, Forest Practice Inspector or other
designated personnel. If the notification is provided by mail, Timber Operations may not commence until three (3) days after the postmark date of
notification. 14 CCR§ 1038.1 (c)(14)

8. 14 CCR 1038.2 - The submitted notice of exemption shall indicate if more than one Yarding system is to be used and identify the systems.
CHECK EACH Yarding method to be utilized: If more than one method is selected these methods must be identified on the accompanying maps.
(required)

YARDING SYSTEMS 

GROUND BASED CABLE OTHER 

X Tractor, includino end/Iona linina Cable, Ground lead X Hand thinnino and removino 

X Rubber tired skidder, Forwarder Cable, Hioh Lead Other: 

X Feller Buncher Cable, Skvline 

X Shovel vardina 

9. 14 CCR§ 1038.1 (a)(4)- Designate the legal land description of the location of the Timber Operation. 14 CCR§ 1038.2(a) attach a USGS 7.5-minute
quadrangle map or equivalent map showing the location of:

• Boundaries of the Logging Area. 14 CCR § 1038.2(b)
• Location of all Roads to be used for, or potentially impacted by, timber operations. 14 CCR§ 1038.2(c) (Appurtenant Roads included within the

logging area pursuant to (b) may be shown on a map which may be planimetric with a scale as small as one-half inch equals one
mile)

• Location of any Special Treatment Areas. 14 CCR§ 1038.2(k)
• Location of all Watercourses and Lakes with Class I, 11,111, or IV waters. 14 CCR§ 1038.2(i)

Additional maps, which may be topographic or planimetric, may be used to provide additional information, to show details, and improve map clarity. A
legend shall be included indicating the meaning of the symbols used. It will be helpful to describe the access route to the timber operation so that it
can be easily located, and/or include an assessor's parcel map for small areas. (required)

See following pages for legal description 
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The following are limitations or requirements for timber operations conducted under a Notice of Exemption for Dead, Dying or 
Diseased, Trees of any size, Fuelwood or Split products in amounts less than 10% of the average volume per acre, or the 
removal of Slash and Woody Debris that is not located within a WLPZ: 

1. This notice must be submitted to and received by CAL FIRE at the appropriate office listed below prior to the commencement of timber
operations.

- Coastal Special Treatment areas and Marin County the Director shall have ten calendar days from date of receipt to 
accept or reject the notice of timber operations.

2. Timber Operations may not be conducted without a copy of the Directors notice of acceptance of the notice of exemption at the 
operating site, except where the Director has failed to act within the five (5) working day review period. 14 CCR § 1038.1(c)(13)(A)

3. 14 CCR § 1038(b) places certain limits on the harvesting of Dead, Dying or Diseased, Trees of any size, Fuelwood or Split 
products in amounts less than 10% of the average volume per acre, or the removal of Slash and Woody Debris that is not located
within a WLPZ. These limits need to be examined to assure compliance.

4. 14 CCR § 1038 Timber operations conducted under this notice shall comply with all operational provisions of the Forest Practice
Act and District Forest Practice Rules applicable to "Timber Harvest Plan," "THP," and "plan." The requirements to submit a
completion and stocking report normally do not apply. The requirements for environmental review under the California 
Environmental Quality Act (See 14 CCR § 15300.1) also do not apply. 

5. There are special requirements for timber operations conducted in Coastal Commission Special Treatment Areas and in counties 
with special rules. adopted by the Board of Forestry and Fire Protection. Timber Operations shall comply with the rules associated
with the specific Special Treatment Area timber operations are within. 14 CCR § 1038.1(c)(6). These rules should be reviewed 
prior to submitting this notice to CAL FIRE. 

6. All timber operations conducted in the Lake Tahoe Region must have a valid Tahoe Basin Tree Removal Permit, as defined by 
TRPA, or shall be conducted under a valid TRPA memorandum of understanding, when such a permit is required by TRPA, 14 
CCR § 1038.1(b)(1) 

7. No helicopter yarding shall be allowed. 14 CCR § 1038.1(b)(3)

8. In-lieu practices within WLPZs as specified under Article 6 of these rules, exception to the rules, and alternative practices are not 
allowed. 14 CCR § 1038.1 

9. No Tractor or heavy equipment operations on slopes greater than 50%. 14 CCR § 1038.1(c)(5) 

10. No construction of new tractor roads on slopes greater than 40%. 14 CCR § 1038.1(c)(5)

11. No Tractor or heavy equipment operations on known Unstable Areas. 14 CCR § 1038.1(c)(7) 

12. No NEW road construction or reconstruction, as defined by 14 CCR § 895.1. 14 CCR § 1038.1(c)(8)

13. No heavy equipment operations within the standard width of a WLPZ, as defined in 14 CCR § 916.4[936.4, 956.4](b). 14 CCR § 
1038.1(c)(9)

14. No timber harvesting within the standard width of a watercourse or lake protection zone, as defined in 14 CCR § 916.4
[936.4, 956.4](b), except sanitation-salvage harvesting, as defined in 14 CCR § 913.3 [933.3,953.3], where immediately after 
completion of operations, the area shall meet the stocking standards of 14 CCR § 912.7 [932.7,952.7](b)(2), or, except the 
removal of dead or dying trees where consistent with 14 CCR § 
916.4 [936.4,956.4] (b). Trees to be harvested within a WLPZ shall be marked by, or under the supervision of, an RPF prior 
to timber operations. 14 CCR § 1038.1(c)(12)

15. ASP watersheds – No timber operations are allowed in a WLPZ, or within any ELZ or EEZ designated for watercourse or lake
protection, under exemption notices except (1) Hauling on existing roads (2) Road maintenance (3) Operations conducted for
public safety (4) Construction or reconstruction of approved watercourse crossings (5) Temporary crossings of dry Class III 
watercourses that do not require notification under Fish and Game Code §1600 et seq. (6) Harvesting recommended in writing 
by CDFW to address specifically identified forest conditions.

7



tjames
Typewriter
9-15-2021

tjames
Typewriter
Henry T. James

tjames
Typewriter
Lassen District Manager

tjames
Typewriter
P.O. Box 496014

tjames
Typewriter
Redding

tjames
Typewriter
CA

tjames
Typewriter
96049

tjames
Typewriter
(530) 378-8141

tjames
Typewriter
tjames@spi-ind.com 



















































Sierra Nevada Conservancy 
December 9, 2021 

Agenda Item 10: 2022 Wildfire Recovery and Forest 
Resilience Grant Guidelines 

Background 
In May 2021, the Sierra Nevada Conservancy (SNC) was appropriated $20 million in 
General Fund from the California Budget Act of 2020 to administer implementation-
ready local assistance grants that address wildfire and forest resilience priorities. In 
March 2021, anticipating the forthcoming appropriation, the SNC Board approved grant 
guidelines for the 2021 Immediate Action Wildfire and Forest Resilience program. Upon 
appropriation, the SNC launched the program, and at a specially scheduled Board 
meeting in July 2021, the Board awarded all of the local assistance funding available to 
15 projects throughout the Region. 

In September 2021, the SNC was appropriated $50 million in General Fund from the 
California Budget Act of 2021 for wildfire and forest resilience priorities. The governor’s 
Wildfire and Forest Resilience Task Force identifies these priorities in California’s 
Wildfire and Forest Resilience Action Plan: A Comprehensive Strategy. 

The SNC is recognized as a key organization to implement these funds as part of a 
broader state strategy. The SNC’s approach to guiding investments to high-priority 
projects that support science-based management and local collaboration will deliver 
critical forest health and wildfire recovery projects that build resilience and strengthen 
protections for communities, habitat, and water supply, and other natural and regional 
values. 

Current Status 
The SNC staff has developed the 2022 Wildfire Recovery and Forest Resilience 
Directed Grant Program Guidelines (Guidelines) for Board consideration. Staff proposes 
up to $25 million of the $50 million appropriation be made available under these 
Guidelines.  

This program seeks to create more-resilient forest landscapes, reduce wildfire risk, and 
accelerate recovery from recent wildfires. The climate and ecological benefits of forest 
restoration treatments are well known. Ecologically sound forest management that 
includes prescribed fire and community protection are critical to securing the overall 
well-being of the Sierra Nevada Region. The SNC seeks projects that will help secure 
carbon stability in the Sierra Nevada by reducing the risk for large, damaging wildfires. 
Landscape-scale forest health treatments reduce the intensity of wildland fires, and the 
reduced intensity of wildland fire also makes it safer for firefighting resources to utilize 
fuel breaks to protect structures if a fire enters the wildland urban interface. 

https://fmtf.fire.ca.gov/media/cjwfpckz/californiawildfireandforestresilienceactionplan.pdf
https://fmtf.fire.ca.gov/media/cjwfpckz/californiawildfireandforestresilienceactionplan.pdf
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Program Priorities 
The 2022 Wildfire Recovery and Forest Resilience Directed Grant Program will prioritize 
planning and implementation of forest health projects that promote wildfire recovery and 
forest resilience, that support the goals of California’s Wildfire and Forest Resilience 
Action Plan (CWFRAP), and that support the goals of the Sierra Nevada Watershed 
Improvement Program (WIP).  

The CWFRAP identifies three goals that are strongly aligned with the WIP: healthy and 
resilient natural places, safe communities, and sustainable economies. Both plans also 
stress the importance of climate resiliency, regionally-tailored solutions, the linkages 
between ecological and economic health, the importance of low-intensity fire, and the 
need to work strategically across land ownership boundaries. The CWFRAP also 
emphasizes the need to scale-up forest management to meet the state and federal 
1-million-acre annual restoration target by 2025. Projects that address planning or 
implementation at a landscape scale are necessary to reach this goal. 

Additional focus areas include: 

• Multi-benefit projects 
o This grant program aims to support forest health projects that result in a 

combination of multiple watershed, ecosystem, and community benefits. 
Examples of such benefits include reduced likelihood of and/or recovery from 
high-intensity fire and the negative consequences of such fires, protection and 
enhancement of natural resources including habitat and recreation, improved 
air and water quality, increased carbon sequestration and reduced greenhouse 
gas emissions, and stronger regional economies.  

• Landscape-scale projects 
o This grant program aims to support forest health projects that promote resilient 

and healthy forests at a landscape scale. The CWFRAP identifies the need to 
scale-up forest management to meet the state and federal 1-million-acre 
annual restoration target by 2025. Projects which address planning or 
implementation at a landscape scale are necessary to reach this goal.  

• High-impact projects 
o This grant program will also support forest health projects that will result in an 

especially strong, direct benefit to communities, critical infrastructure, or 
high-value resources or assets. This includes singular natural resources and 
community assets. 

• Wildfire recovery 
o This grant program will also support forest and watershed health projects that 

address recovery needs resulting from recent years of record-breaking wildfire. 
These may include the assessment, planning, or implementation of identified 
recovery needs, and must be focused on forest-health-related recovery needs. 
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• Regional Forest and Fire Capacity projects 
o This grant program aims to support forest health projects that were developed 

under the California Department of Conservation’s Regional Forest and Fire 
Capacity Program (RFFCP). The purpose of the RFFCP is to increase 
regional capacity to prioritize, develop, and implement projects that improve 
forest health and fire resilience and increase carbon sequestration in forests 
throughout California. Over the past few years, the RFFCP has funded local 
partners to conduct regional planning, develop projects, conduct outreach, 
and implement landscape-level forest health projects.  

Program Implementation 
To be eligible to receive a grant award from the SNC under this program, projects must 
meet all of the following criteria: 

1) Be located within or provide services to the Sierra Nevada Region as defined 
by SNC governing legislation. 

2) Be consistent with the SNC mission and program areas as defined in the SNC 
Strategic Plan. 

3) Be consistent with the requirements of the funding source and budget 
provisions. 

4) Be complete by January 1, 2028. 
5) Result in a clear, demonstrable, and enduring public benefit.  
6) Meet all California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) and National 

Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) requirements, as applicable. 
Examples of potential planning projects include, but are not limited to: 

• Acquiring permits for a specific, future on-the-ground project(s) 

• Analyses required to support CEQA, and/or NEPA documentation for a specific, 
future on-the-ground project(s).  

• Performing necessary cultural resources, biological, botanical, aquatic, soil, 
hydrologic, wildlife, timber, or other studies/surveys and/or developing necessary 
project designs related to a specific site or physical project(s) 

• Preparing final project plans or supplementing existing plans that will result in a 
specific project(s) 

• Planning for large-landscape fuel reduction or prescribed fire 

• Planning for post-fire restoration and/or post-fire fuel management across a 
large landscape. 

Examples of potential implementation projects include, but are not limited to: 

• Reforestation and implementation of suitable stand-improvement activities after 
wildfire or tree mortality 
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I. INTRODUCTION 

Background 
In Fiscal Year (FY) 2021-22 the California State Budget appropriated $50 million to the 
Sierra Nevada Conservancy (SNC) to address wildfire and forest resilience priorities. The 
governor’s Forest Management Task Force identified these priorities in California’s Wildfire 
and Forest Resilience Action Plan: A Comprehensive Strategy. 

The SNC’s role in the Region is to initiate, encourage, and support efforts that improve the 
environmental, economic, and social well-being of the Sierra Nevada, its communities, and 
the people of California. The SNC’s primary initiative, the Sierra Nevada Watershed 
Improvement Program (WIP), is a large-scale, holistic effort to restore resilience to the 
forested landscapes and communities of the Sierra Nevada. It is recognized by state policy 
and planning documents as a model program for addressing the growing challenges facing 
the Sierra Nevada Region in a changing climate. The SNC’s Strategic Plan identifies 
Healthy Watersheds and Forests as a Regional Goal. This goal continues the SNC’s focus 
on healthy forests and broadens efforts to better integrate watershed elements into its 
programs, reinforcing the SNC’s commitment to preserve, protect, and restore the health of 
the Region’s watersheds, regardless of the threats they face.  

Fires are becoming larger and more damaging, and the 2020 and 2021 fire seasons were 
among the most severe in the state’s history. The SNC is taking significant steps to fund 
projects that can reduce wildfire risks and respond to recent wildfire damage. According to 
the California Public Utilities Commission fire risk map, 44 percent of the state’s overall 
elevated or extreme fire risk falls within the SNC’s Region. The Sierra Nevada Region is 
home to roughly 900,000 residents and attracts more than 50 million visitors every year. 
The Region is the source of more than 80 percent of the state’s developed water supply, 
stores half of California’s carbon in its forests, and supports a wide variety of wildlife 
species. Investing in the Sierra Nevada provides benefits to all Californians. 

This program seeks to create more-resilient forest landscapes, reduce wildfire risk, and 
accelerate recovery from recent wildfires. The climate and ecological benefits of forest 
restoration treatments are well known. Ecologically sound forest management, including 
prescribed fire, and community protection are critical in securing the overall well-being of 
the Sierra Nevada Region. The SNC seeks projects that will help secure carbon stability in 
the Sierra Nevada by reducing the risk for large, damaging wildfires. Landscape-scale 
forest health treatments reduce the intensity of wildland fires. Reduced intensity of wildland 
fire also makes it safer for firefighting resources to utilize fuel breaks to protect structures if 
a fire enters the wildland urban interface (WUI). 

Program Funding  
Up to $25 million may be available for this program round, with a second round anticipated 
in June 2022. All projects funded under the 2022 Wildfire Recovery and Forest Resilience 
Directed Grant Program must be complete by January 1, 2028.  

https://fmtf.fire.ca.gov/media/cjwfpckz/californiawildfireandforestresilienceactionplan.pdf
https://fmtf.fire.ca.gov/media/cjwfpckz/californiawildfireandforestresilienceactionplan.pdf
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Program Priorities 
The primary priority of the 2022 Wildfire Recovery and Forest Resilience Directed Grant 
Program is the planning and implementation of forest health projects that promote 
wildfire recovery and forest resilience and support the goals of California’s Wildfire and 
Forest Resilience Action Plan and the WIP. 

California’s Wildfire and Forest Resilience Action Plan identifies three goals that are 
strongly aligned with the WIP: healthy and resilient natural places, safe communities, and 
sustainable economies. Both plans also stress the importance of climate resiliency, 
regionally tailored solutions, the linkages between ecological and economic health, the 
importance of low-intensity fire, and the need to work strategically across land ownership 
boundaries. 

Additional focal areas include: 

Multi-Benefit Projects 

This grant program aims to support forest health projects that result in a combination of 
multiple watershed, ecosystem, and community benefits. Examples of such benefits 
include reduced likelihood of and/or recovery from high-intensity fire and the negative 
consequences of such fires, protection and enhancement of natural resources including 
habitat and recreation, improved air and water quality, increased carbon sequestration and 
reduced GHG (Greenhouse Gas) emissions, and stronger regional economies.  

Landscape-Scale Projects 

This grant program will support forest health projects that promote resilient and healthy 
forests at a landscape scale. The Wildfire and Forest Resilience Action Plan identifies the 
need to scale-up forest management to meet the state and federal 1-million-acre annual 
restoration target by 2025. Projects which address planning or implementation at a 
landscape scale are necessary to reach this goal.  

High-Impact Projects 

This grant program will also support forest health projects that will result in an especially 
strong, direct benefit to communities, critical infrastructure, or high-value resources or 
assets. This includes singular natural resources and community assets. 

Wildfire Recovery 

This grant program will also support forest and watershed health projects that address 
recovery needs resulting from recent record-breaking wildfire years. These may include the 
assessment, planning, or implementation of identified recovery needs. Please note that the 
projects must be focused on forest-health-related recovery needs.  

Regional Forest and Fire Capacity Projects 

This grant program will also support forest health projects which were developed under the 
California Department of Conservation Regional Forest and Fire Capacity Program 
(RFFCP). The purpose of the RFFCP is to increase regional capacity to prioritize, develop, 

https://fmtf.fire.ca.gov/media/cjwfpckz/californiawildfireandforestresilienceactionplan.pdf
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and implement projects that improve forest health and fire resilience and increase carbon 
sequestration in forests throughout California. Over the past few years, the program has 
funded local partners to conduct regional planning, develop projects, conduct outreach, 
and implement landscape-level forest health projects. 
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II. PROGRAM INFORMATION 

Applicant Eligibility 
Grant funds may be authorized for: 

• Public agencies: any city, county, special district, joint powers authority, state 
agency, or federal agency 

• Qualifying 501(c)(3) nonprofit organizations: “Nonprofit Organization" means a 
private, nonprofit organization that qualifies for exempt status under Section 
501(c)(3) of Title 26 of the United States Code, and whose charitable purposes 
are consistent with the purposes of the SNC 

• Eligible Tribal Entities: an Indian tribe, band, nation, or other organized group or 
community, or a tribal agency authorized by a tribe, which is one or both of the 
following: (1) Recognized by the United States and identified within the most 
current Federal Register; (2) Listed on the contact list maintained by the Native 
American Heritage Commission as a California Native American tribe 

Eligible tribal entities are encouraged to apply. On September 25, 2020, the governor 
released a Statement of Administration Policy on Native American Ancestral Lands to 
encourage every state agency, department, board, and commission subject to his 
executive control to seek opportunities to support California tribes’ co-management of and 
access to natural lands that are within a California tribe’s ancestral land and under the 
ownership or control of the State of California. The SNC may give favorable consideration 
to projects which “assist California tribes with procurement, protection or management of 
natural lands located within their ancestral territories, subject to available resources.” 

NOTE: SNC does not allow grants to mutual water companies. 

Project Eligibility 
To be eligible to receive a grant award from the SNC under this program, projects must 
meet all of the following criteria: 

• Be located within or provide services to the Sierra Nevada Region as defined by 
SNC governing legislation. 

• Be consistent with the SNC mission and program areas as defined in the SNC 
Strategic Plan. 

• Be consistent with the requirements of the funding source and budget provisions. 

• Be complete by January 1, 2028. 

• Result in a clear, demonstrable, and enduring public benefit.  

• Meet all California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) and National 
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) requirements, as applicable. 

https://www.gov.ca.gov/wp-content/uploads/2020/09/9.25.20-Native-Ancestral-Lands-Policy.pdf
https://sierranevada.ca.gov/wp-content/uploads/sites/326/2019/12/StrategicPlan_web_a11y-20191217.pdf
https://sierranevada.ca.gov/wp-content/uploads/sites/326/2019/12/StrategicPlan_web_a11y-20191217.pdf
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Project Categories 

Planning Projects 

Planning projects include project development and other pre-implementation activities that 
will result in future on-the-ground project(s). Future actions resulting from the planning 
activities should be described in the proposal. Lead agencies for CEQA/NEPA compliance 
for future actions should be identified, if applicable. 

Examples of potential planning projects include, but are not limited to: 

• Acquiring permits for a specific, future on-the-ground project(s) 

• Analyses required to support CEQA and/or NEPA documentation for a specific, 
future on-the-ground project(s)  

• Performing necessary cultural resources, biological, botanical, aquatic, soil, 
hydrologic, wildlife, timber, or other studies/surveys and/or developing necessary 
project designs related to a specific site or physical project(s) 

• Preparing final project plans or supplementing existing plans that will result in a 
specific project(s) 

• Planning for large-landscape fuel reduction or prescribed fire 

• Planning for post-fire restoration and/or post-fire fuel management across a large 
landscape  

 

Implementation Projects 

Implementation projects are the execution of on-the-ground projects.  

Examples of potential implementation projects include, but are not limited to: 

• Reforestation and implementation of suitable stand-improvement activities after 
wildfire or tree mortality 

• Implementation of strategic forest management projects (including mechanical 
treatments, hand treatments, and/or prescribed fire) that will reduce wildfire risks, 
protect communities, promote watershed health, improve habitat conditions, 
and/or protect biodiversity 

• Hazard tree removal along trails, roads, or to protect resources 

• Post-fire recovery from firefighting efforts in sensitive natural environments 

• Projects that protect water resources by reducing post-fire sedimentation 

• Forest products manufacturing and/or biomass utilization projects that increase 
capacity to accelerate fire recovery or improve forest and watershed health 

• Creation and/or maintenance of fuel breaks 

• Fuel reduction in the Wildland Urban Interface 
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• Strategically located fuel reduction projects that protect critical infrastructure or 
other valued resources and assets 

• Forestry work that benefits fire evacuation routes 

Ineligible Projects 

Examples of ineligible projects include: 

• Grants to service or repay loans 

• Projects dictated by a legal settlement or mandated to address a violation of, or 
an order (citation) to comply with, a law or regulation 

• Research, education, outreach, or event-related projects, although these types 
of activities may be included as a small part of the overall implementation of a 
project eligible for SNC grant funds 

• Culverts and road building, although these types of activities may be included as 
a small part of the overall implementation of a project eligible for SNC grant 
funds 

• Fee title/easement acquisitions 

• Any projects that do not meet the program priorities described in these 
guidelines 

This list is not exhaustive and is offered only as guidance to potential applicants. The SNC 
will make determinations of eligibility on a project-by-project basis. If an applicant has 
questions about the eligibility of their project, they should consult with their SNC Area 
Representatives. 

Eligible Costs 

Direct Project Costs 

For project costs to be eligible for reimbursement, the costs must be within the scope of the 
project, supported by appropriate documentation, and completed by the required deadline 
as identified in the grant agreement. Costs related to project-specific performance 
measures, project reporting, and required signage are eligible costs; they must be included 
in the project budget if being requested by the applicant. 

Expenses for California Native American tribes and tribal entities to support their 
leadership of and participation in local and regional planning, project development, and 
implementation activities, including cultural burning programs, and projects that include 
monetary compensation for consultation, project planning and implementation activities, 
cultural monitoring, and other activities are eligible costs. 

Costs for travel and lodging directly related to the project are eligible but may not exceed 
the current state lodging and mileage reimbursement rates. Food and entertainment are 
not eligible expenses under this program. Please note that travel and related costs as part 
of a subcontract for project implementation are not subject to these limitations. 

https://sierranevada.ca.gov/about-us/contact-us/#fundingContact
https://sierranevada.ca.gov/about-us/contact-us/#fundingContact
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Administrative Costs 

Administrative costs are shared overhead expenses rather than direct costs. Administrative 
costs may not exceed 15 percent of the SNC-funded direct project costs. In the event of an 
audit, projects with budgets that include administrative costs must be able to document the 
appropriateness of these expenses. A typical method for documentation of administrative 
overhead expenses is a Cost Allocation Plan (CAP). A CAP is a formal accounting plan 
used to calculate and document the method for recovering overhead costs. The SNC 
strongly recommends that grantees consult with an accounting professional to develop an 
appropriate method for calculating overhead rate and prepare a CAP. 

Ineligible Costs 
Examples of ineligible costs include, but are not limited to: 

• Establishing or increasing a legal defense fund or endowment 

• Monetary donations to other organizations 

• Food or refreshments not part of a negotiated subcontract related to project 
implementation 

• Costs associated with fundraising 

• Grant writing expenses 

• Any expenses incurred before a grant agreement is executed or after the project 
completion deadline, as identified in the grant agreement  



 

10 

III. PROGRAM REQUIREMENTS 

Right of Access for Implementation Projects 
If the applicant does not own the property on which the project is implemented, proposals 
must include letters from all property owners/managers indicating their awareness of and 
willingness to implement the project. If the project is awarded, the grantee must enter into a 
land tenure agreement with the landowner(s) assuring ten years of access for project 
implementation and maintenance before execution of the SNC grant agreement. For select 
projects, SNC may consider executing a grant agreement before land tenure is in place, 
but the grantee must provide proof of land tenure before work begins on the pertinent 
property.  

Environmental Compliance Documents 
The SNC requires all projects comply with CEQA at the time the Board authorizes a grant. 
Since the complexity of CEQA compliance will vary depending on the proposed project 
activities and the type of applicant, it is very important that applicants consult with SNC 
staff as early as possible to discuss which CEQA documents will be required. If CEQA is 
not complete at the time of proposal, the lead agency for CEQA must be identified in the 
proposal, with a letter of support or other documentation from the agency stating that they 
are eligible and willing to serve as lead. In cases where a project is not exempt from CEQA 
and the partners do not have standing to act as lead agency, the SNC will consider acting 
as lead agency. 

If the project is subject to NEPA, a NEPA decision must be in effect at the time of Board 
approval of grant award.  

NOTE: When projects have previously completed CEQA or NEPA documentation and the 
baseline environmental conditions of the project area have significantly changed (due to 
fire, tree mortality, etc.), applicants must provide confirmation from the agency responsible 
for preparing the original environmental compliance documents that the analysis and 
determinations remain valid. 

Long-Term Management  
Projects receiving support through this program must demonstrate a clear and enduring 
public benefit. This includes long-term viability of any programs developed through the 
project as well as on-the-ground site improvement components of a project. All site 
improvement project sites shall be maintained, operated, and used in a manner consistent 
with the purposes of the project. Additionally, the grantee and/or property owner shall not 
use any portion of the project site for mitigation or as security for any debt. The long-term 
management plan for site improvement or program development projects must include a 
description of how project deliverables will be managed and maintained over time, by 
whom, and how funding will be provided for such work. 
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Performance Measures and Reporting 
Performance measures are used to track progress toward project goals and desired 
outcomes. They provide a means of reliably measuring and reporting the outcomes and 
effectiveness of a project and how it contributes to the SNC achieving its programmatic 
goals. Detailed information and recommended performance measures can be found on the 
SNC Performance Measures webpage. 

SNC requires all grantees consider four specific quantitative performance measures: 

1) Number and type of jobs created 
2) Number and value of new, improved, or preserved economic activities 
3) Resources leveraged for the Sierra Nevada 
4) Number of people reached 

In addition, each grantee will be required to report on one to three additional 
project-specific performance measures that will help describe project outcomes in a 
measurable way. Examples of additional performance measures can be found on the SNC 
Performance Measures webpage. 

Applicants may also propose alternative performance measures, which will be subject to 
the approval of SNC staff if the grant is authorized. The proposed measures will be 
finalized in consultation with SNC staff prior to grant agreement approval. 

All grantees will be required to provide progress reports and a final report for the entire 
project timeline. The final report must include data associated with the project performance 
measures. 

The SNC may request reporting on additional metrics.  

Engagement with California Native American Tribes 
Recognizing that Native Americans have inhabited and cared for the land of present-day 
California since time immemorial, the SNC strongly encourages engagement with Native 
American tribes as early as possible in the development, planning, and implementation of 
projects. The SNC staff can assist project proponents with identifying Native American tribes 
whose ancestral homelands may be in the project area and provide contact information for 
those tribes. The SNC will notify the appropriate tribal contacts regarding all eligible grant 
projects being considered for funding in their area. The SNC may prioritize projects in which 
tribal representatives or communities are actively involved in project development. 

Cooperation with Local Agencies 
In compliance with the SNC’s governing statute, local government agencies, such as 
counties, cities, and local water districts, are notified of eligible grant projects being 
considered for funding in their area. 

https://sierranevada.ca.gov/funding/snc-grants/manage-your-grant/performance-measures/
https://sierranevada.ca.gov/funding/snc-grants/manage-your-grant/performance-measures/
https://sierranevada.ca.gov/funding/snc-grants/manage-your-grant/performance-measures/
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For all proposals under consideration, SNC staff will notify the county and/or city and public 
water agency affected (when appropriate), and request comments within 15 business days 
following notification.  

The SNC may also provide a list of project proposals to the California Conservation Corps.  

If there are privacy concerns related to information contained in a proposal, please notify 
SNC staff before submission. 

Registered Professional Foresters 
In compliance with the Professional Foresters Law (PRC Sections 750-753, et seq.), 
projects that directly impact the management and treatment of the forest resources and 
timberlands of this state are required to use Registered Professional Foresters. Projects 
implemented on federally managed lands will be permitted to use “qualified but exempt” 
federal staff to satisfy this requirement. 

Additional Requirements 
Any additional requirements or restrictions, including those specific to state budget 
requirements, will be included in updated program guidance documents.  

https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes_displayText.xhtml?lawCode=PRC&division=1.&title=&part=&chapter=2.5.&article=3.
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IV. PROGRAM PROCESS 

Proposal Development 
As the 2022 Wildfire Recovery and Forest Resilience program is a directed grant program, 
proposals are developed in conjunction with SNC. To initiate consideration of a project, an 
applicant must contact the appropriate SNC Area Representative. The Area 
Representative will assist the applicant to determine if the project meets SNC criteria. If it is 
determined that SNC will consider the project, the Area Representative will share the SNC 
proposal form with the applicant and assist in developing the project. 

The development of a proposal includes the following: 

• Applicants must contact the SNC Area Representative assigned to their county 
to determine whether a potential project meets the intent of the guidelines and is 
eligible for consideration. 

• Proposals will be accepted until January 31, 2022. 

• A site visit may be conducted. 

• All project proposals are required to identify projected dates of completion for all 
environmental compliance and permits necessary to implement the project.  

• Grants will not be awarded before June 2022.  

• All project activities must be complete by January 1, 2028.  

Evaluation Process 
The SNC will work closely with applicants in the development of the project and project 
proposal. 

1) The project proposal will be reviewed by an environmental compliance expert. 
2) Proposals will be shared with appropriate county/city planning, water agency, tribal 

representatives, and SNC Board Subregional representatives. If there are any 
privacy concerns related to information in a proposal, please discuss them with SNC 
staff before submission. 

3) An SNC Evaluation Team will independently review and meet to discuss the 
proposals based on the evaluation criteria described in the following section. 

4) The Evaluation Team will prepare a recommendation for SNC’s Executive Team. 
5) After the evaluation process is complete, including all due diligence and analysis by 

SNC, funding recommendations will be placed on the June 2022 or later Board 
meeting agenda at the discretion of SNC’s Executive Officer. 

https://sierranevada.ca.gov/about-us/contact-us/
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Special Considerations 

Consistent with provisions of the program funding and objectives of the proposed project, 
the SNC may give favorable consideration to projects which:  

• Involve California Native American tribes. 

• Were developed under the Regional Forest and Fire Capacity program.  

• Address fire recovery objectives.  

• Directly benefit severely disadvantaged (SDAC) or disadvantaged (DAC) 
communities. 

• Engage a workforce development effort, including but not limited to tribal 
workforce programs, California Conservation Corps, or other training programs.  

• Employ a collaborative approach in project development or implementation.  

• Leverage private, federal, or local resources.  

• Enable the equitable geographic distribution of SNC resources. 

Evaluation Criteria 
The Evaluation Team will score the proposals based on the evaluation criteria described 
below. Proposals scoring 80 or more points may be eligible for a recommendation for 
award: 

#1 Natural Resource and Public Benefits, and Alignment with Funding and Program 
Goals (25) 
The degree to which the project aligns with funding program goals, improves forest and 
watershed health, and results in multiple, tangible public benefits. How strong is the need 
for the specific project? How critical are the natural resource and public benefits 
outcomes? 

#2 Project Design and Budget (20) 
Clarity on the project purpose, goals, deliverables, treatment approach, schedule, and 
budget. Is the project design supported by science and proven methodologies or the use of 
new or innovative technology or practices? If it is a planning project, does it prepare all 
needed elements for the future implementation the project, or address needs on a larger 
landscape scale? Are the proposed deliverables appropriate for the project? Is the budget 
adequate and reasonable to complete the project, with costs clearly defined and 
supported? 

#3 Project Readiness (10) 
The degree to which the project is ready to proceed promptly and can meet funding 
expenditure requirements, if funded. Are property owners supportive of the project?  
In addition, for Implementation Projects: Is project planning and coordination complete? Is 
access secured, environmental compliance, permitting, or other necessary preparations 
complete, as appropriate? Is all funding identified or secured?  
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#4 Long-Term Management (10) 
Is a plan, funding, and the responsible entity in place to carry out long-term management? 
How will public benefits be sustained? 

#5 Likelihood of Success (10) 
Does the project organizer and any identified project partner(s) have the necessary 
experience and sufficient capacity to implement the project as described? Has the project 
team successfully completed projects of similar complexity, scale, and budget? 

#6 Community and Tribal Support and Collaboration (10) 
The degree to which the project has public and institutional support at the local, Regional, 
or larger scale and the local community or other stakeholders are engaged in project 
planning or delivery. Was the project developed as part of collaborative? Is there clear and 
demonstrable community outreach and support for the project? Is there tribal support for, 
or tribal participation in, the project? 

#7 Landscape-Level Context (10) 
The degree to which the proposed project is part of a larger plan, coordinated effort or is 
proximate to essential community services, public lands, or recreational amenities. Does 
the project support a broader, cumulative effort to restore/protect strategic goals? Is the 
project itself landscape-level in size and/or scope, spanning a large geographic area that 
will provide benefits at a significant scale? 

#8 Leveraging (5) 
The degree to which a project provides in-kind services and/or secured federal, state, 
private, or local cost share funding. Have non-monetary and/or funding resources of 
agencies and organizations other than SNC been identified and secured?  

Grant Awards and Agreements 
For each awarded grant, the SNC develops an individual grant agreement with detailed 
provisions and requirements specific to that project. Please be aware that if an entity is 
awarded a grant from the SNC, the provisions listed below will apply. 

• Administrative costs are limited to no more than 15 percent of the actual direct 
project costs. 

• Grant-eligible costs may be incurred by the grantee only after the grantee has 
entered into a fully executed agreement with the SNC. 

• All grantees will be required to provide regular progress reports and a final report 
for the entire project timeline. 

• To the extent practicable, site improvement projects will be required to include 
onsite signage indicating that the project was funded by the Sierra Nevada 
Conservancy. The required acknowledgement language is included in the grant 
agreement. Reasonable costs associated with creation and installation of the 
sign are eligible expenses and should be included in the project budget. 

The SNC will assist the grantee to ensure the grantee’s clear understanding and 
interpretation of the terms and conditions of the grant.  
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V. ACRONYMS AND ABBREVIATIONS 
CAP  Cost Allocation Plan 

CEQA  California Environmental Quality Act 

DAC  Disadvantaged Community 

GHG  Greenhouse Gas 

NEPA  National Environmental Policy Act 

Plan   Sierra Nevada Conservancy Strategic Plan 

PRC  Public Resources Code 

SDAC  Severely Disadvantaged Community 

SNC  Sierra Nevada Conservancy 

WIP  Sierra Nevada Watershed Improvement Program 

WUI  Wildland Urban Interface
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VI. GLOSSARY OF TERMS 
Unless otherwise stated, the terms used in these grant guidelines shall have the following 
meanings: 

Acquisition – To obtain fee title ownership of real property. Leaseholds and rentals do not 
constitute acquisition. 

Administrative Costs – Administrative costs include any expense which is not directly 
related to project implementation. Similar to the traditional definition of ‘overhead,’ 
administrative costs include shared costs, such as rent, utilities, travel, per diem, office 
equipment, services such as internet and phone, shared bookkeeping costs, etc. 

Applicant – The entity applying for an SNC grant pursuant to these guidelines. 

Board – The governing body of the SNC as established by PRC Section 33321. 

CEQA – The California Environmental Quality Act as set forth in the PRC Section 21000 
et seq. CEQA is a law establishing policies and procedures that require agencies to 
identify, disclose to decision makers and the public, and attempt to lessen significant 
impacts to environmental and historical resources that may occur as a result of a 
proposed project to be undertaken, funded, or approved by a local or state agency. 

CEQA/NEPA Compliance – Activities an entity performs to meet the requirements of 
CEQA and/or NEPA. 

Collaborative– Cooperation between stakeholders with different interests to solve a 
problem or make decisions that cut across jurisdictional or other boundaries; often used 
when information is widely dispersed, and no single individual, agency, or group has 
sufficient resources to address the issue alone. 

Conservancy – The Sierra Nevada Conservancy as defined in PRC Section 33302 (b). 

Data – A body or collection of facts, statistics, or other items of information from which 
conclusions can be drawn. 

Design – Preliminary project planning or identification of methodologies or processes to 
achieve project goals. 

Disadvantaged Community (DAC) – A community with a median household income less 
than 80 percent of the statewide average. View maps of DAC areas 
(http://www.parksforcalifornia.org/communities). 

Eligible Costs – Expenses incurred by the grantee during the performance period of an 
approved agreement, which may be reimbursed by the SNC. 

Enhancement – Modification of a site to increase/improve the condition of streams, 
forests, habitat, and other resources. 

http://www.parksforcalifornia.org/communities
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Executive Officer – Executive Officer of the SNC appointed by the Governing Board, 
pursuant to PRC Section 33328, to manage the SNC. 

Fee Title – The primary interest in land ownership that entitles the owner to use the 
property subject to any lesser interests in the land and consistent with applicable laws and 
ordinances. 

Forest Health – A healthy forest is a forest that possesses the ability to sustain the unique 
species composition and processes that exist within it. Forest health occurs when 
resilience, recurrence, persistence, and biophysical processes lead to sustainable 
ecological conditions. 

Grant – Funds made available to a grantee for eligible costs during an agreement term. 

Grant Agreement – An agreement between the SNC and the grantee specifying the 
payment of funds by the SNC for the performance of the project scope according to the 
terms of the agreement by the grantee. 

Grantee – An entity that has an agreement with the SNC for grant funds. 

Grant Scope – Description of the items of work to be completed with grant funds as 
described in the application form and cost estimate. 

In-kind Contributions – Non-monetary donations that are utilized on the project, within the 
project scope and timeframe, including materials and services. These donations shall be 
eligible as “other sources of funds” when providing budgetary information for application 
purposes. 

Land Tenure – Legal ownership or other rights in land, sufficient to allow a grantee to 
conduct activities that are necessary for completion of the project consistent with the 
terms and conditions of the grant agreement. Examples include fee title ownership, an 
easement for completion of the project consistent with the terms and conditions of the 
grant agreement, or agreements or a clearly defined process where the applicant has 
adequate site control for the purposes of the project. 

NEPA – The National Environmental Policy Act of 1969, as amended. NEPA 
(https://ceq.doe.gov/) is a federal law requiring consideration of the potential 
environmental effects of a proposed project whenever a federal agency has discretionary 
jurisdiction over some aspect of that project. 

Nonprofit Organization – A private, nonprofit organization that qualifies for exempt status 
under Section 501(c)(3) of Title 26 of the United States Code, and whose charitable 
purposes are consistent with the purposes of the SNC as set forth in PRC Section 33300 
et seq. 

Other Sources of Funds – Cash or in-kind contributions necessary or used to complete 
the site improvement/restoration project beyond the grant funds provided by this program. 

Performance Measure – A quantitative measure used by the SNC to track progress 
toward project goals and desired outcomes. 

https://ceq.doe.gov/
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Permitting – The process of obtaining any necessary regulatory approvals from 
appropriate governmental agencies to implement the project. 

Pre-Project Due Diligence – The analysis necessary to prepare a future on-the-ground 
project for implementation. 

Project – The work to be accomplished with grant funds. 

Proposal – The individual grant application form and its required attachments pursuant to 
the SNC Grant Program. 

Public Agencies – Any city, county, district, joint powers authority, or state agency. 

Region – The Sierra Nevada Region as defined in PRC Section 33302 (f). 

Resilience – The ability of an ecosystem to regain structural and functional attributes that 
have suffered harm from stress or disturbance. 

Region-wide – The overall breadth of the SNC Region or multiple Subregions within the 
Region. 

Restoration – Activities that initiate, accelerate, or return the components and processes 
of a damaged site to previous historical ecological site conditions. 

Severely Disadvantaged Community (SDAC) – A community with a median household 
income less than 60 percent of the statewide average. View maps of SDAC areas 
(http://www.parksforcalifornia.org/communities). 

Tribal Entities – Includes any Indian tribe, band, nation, or other organized group or 
community, or a tribal agency authorized by a tribe, which is one or both of the following: 
(1) Recognized by the United States and identified within the most current Federal 
Register. (2) Listed on the contact list maintained by the Native American Heritage 
Commission as a California Native American tribe. 

http://www.parksforcalifornia.org/communities
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Sierra Nevada Conservancy 
December 9, 2021 

Agenda Item 12: 2021 Fire Season Update 

Background 
The Sierra Nevada Conservancy (SNC) Region is experiencing unprecedented wildfire 
events that are pushing scientists, managers, and policy makers to understand the 
consequences of these events on the Region and to the ecosystem services the Region 
delivers to the rest of the state. Fire, through lightning ignition or cultural burning, has 
been a critical part of the Sierra Nevada ecosystem for centuries, until it was 
suppressed starting in the early 1900s. The removal of fire, logging of the largest, most 
resilient trees, and a warmer, dryer climate are challenging expectations and fire 
behavior predictions. This report summarizes some of the key statistics currently 
available for this fire season putting them in context with past recorded fire seasons and 
shares staff observations garnered through site visits to some of the fires.  

Current Status 
At the time of this report, 1.5 million acres have burned across the Sierra Nevada 
Region during the 2021 fire season. According to existing records, from 1910-2009, no 
other decade has reached that number over its 10-year total. Of the 11 past decades for 
which data exists, not including this one, seven had decade totals lower than the total 
acres burned in the 2021 Dixie Fire. The 2010-2019 decade saw significant, 
record-breaking fires across the Sierra, including the Rim, Camp, King, and Chips fires. 
With a total of 2.4 million acres burned, this decade surpassed any previously recorded 
decade by over 1 million acres. Only two years in to the 2020 fire decade, the Region 
has already gone beyond the total for 2010-2019. 

Given the history of fire in the Sierra Nevada, and its importance to sustaining forest 
health and ecosystem services, acres burned as a standalone metric do not imply 
positive or negative outcomes to the natural systems. In California, resource benefit and 
prescribed fires are typically kept to less than a few thousand acres. This means that 
fires that escape initial suppression attack dominate reported acres burned during fire 
season. More than 90 percent of fire starts are contained before they grow to a 
significant size. Fires that escape initial attack usually do so under the most extreme 
conditions, and fires burning under extreme conditions do not generally confer resilience 
to the forests they burn. Five fires: the Dixie, Caldor, Beckwourth, KNP Complex, and 
Windy fires, are responsible for 1.4 of the 1.5 million acres burned in the Sierra Nevada 
this year. It is likely that significant portions of these fires burned at high severity, 
though, this cannot be fully assessed until vegetation burn severity maps are released. 

In October, staff visited three of the five fires identified above with partners and 
observed impacts on the locations they were able to visit: 

• Caldor Fire – With most of the fire perimeter closed, staff was only able to visit 
some of the Sly Park treatment units and a few plots near the western edge of 
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the fire perimeter. Treated areas served as sites for backfires to aid fire 
suppression efforts. Unfortunately, staff has not yet been able to access the 
Caples prescribed burn area which sits within the Caldor Fire perimeter, but its 
positive impact on fire suppression efforts and in protecting Kirkwood has been 
widely shared in the media. 

• Dixie Fire – With over 900,000 acres burned, staff was able to see only a fraction 
of the burned area. Some of these areas reflected a mosaic burn pattern, with 
understory burn, some canopy mortality, and smaller patches of high severity (a 
few acres in size). Along the Highway 70 corridor in the Feather River canyon, 
however, that was the exception, not the rule. In this area, substantial sections of 
significant high-intensity fire were apparent where the fire made canopy runs. In 
other parts of the Dixie Fire, high-severity fire burned through overgrown 
meadows, killing encroaching conifers and giving space for the willows and 
aspens to potentially regenerate and restore meadow function. Partners on the 
tour talked about ways they might leverage where fire burned in a healthier 
manner to reinforce resilience in those areas and use the burned areas to help 
get more work done on adjacent unburned, but less resilient, areas. 

• Tamarack Fire – The severity of the Tamarack Fire was apparent across the 
three sites staff visited, highlighting the fact that fuel treatment can, in practice, 
refer to a wide range of activities and can take place at a wide range of scales. 
An investigation into the effectiveness of different treatments within the fire 
perimeter is currently underway, though, it was clear that at least some of the 
pre-fire treatments moderated fire behavior and made it safer for fire personnel to 
enter some areas for structure protection. Future challenges for local land 
managers will include balancing public perception of what current and future 
forests look like (higher vs. lower densities) if fires like Tamarack become more 
common. Partners on the tour identified the difficulty of moving felled hazard 
trees offsite to help recuperate post-fire management costs as a clear concern, 
as well as questions about the potential success of any reforestation projects. 

Next Steps 
Staff will track post-fire reports and maps, including burn severity, to evaluate impacts, 
risks, and potential needs. Staff will engage with local and regional partners to 
determine best next steps and lessons learned and explore ways for SNC to best 
support post-fire recovery efforts moving forward. 

Recommendation 
This is an informational item only; no formal action is needed by the Board at this 
time, although Boardmembers are encouraged to share their thoughts and 
comments. 
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September 16, 2021 

Mr. Alfred Watson, District Ranger 
Sequoia National Forest 
P.O. Box 9 
11380 Kernville Road 
Kernville, CA 93238 

Dear Mr. Watson: 

The Sierra Nevada Conservancy (SNC) supports the Sequoia National Forest’s request 
for Fiscal Year 2023 Land and Water Conservation Fund (LWCF) funding for their 
acquisition of Fay Creek Ranch. 

The SNC is a California state agency with a mission to improve the environmental, 
economic, and social well-being of the Sierra Nevada Region and its rural communities. 
One of the five Regional Goals for the SNC is “Strategic Lands Conserved,” which aims 
to support the permanent protection of high-benefit lands that are threatened by 
conversion, possess unique natural characteristics, or provide critical resilience to 
climate change. The expansion of the Sequoia National Forest via the acquisition of the 
Fay Creek property meets all three objectives of this goal. The 2,300-acre property, 
which is surrounded by thousands of acres of public and conservation lands, will be sold 
for development if this acquisition effort is unsuccessful. This ranch is in a critical 
location: it is surrounded by public and protected lands – including the now-protected 
Hanning Flat property, which SNC helped conserve. The acquisition of Fay Creek 
Ranch by the Sequoia National Forest will close the “hole in the doughnut” of protected 
lands in this Kern River watershed. Moreover, conservation of this ranch, which has 
numerous springs and is transected by the perennial Fay Creek, will play a critical role 
in connecting the lower Kern River watershed with the higher-elevation National Forest 
lands, ensuring that wildlife and riparian-dependent species can travel, unimpeded, 
throughout this watershed. 
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Just as importantly, Fay Creek Ranch is a high priority for local tribes: The ranch 
contains two trails leading from the south fork of the lower Kern to the Kern Plateau. 
These trails were used by the local Tubatulabal for centuries. In 2000, public access to 
this ranch was cut off. The acquisition of this land by the Sequoia National Forest will 
re-open access to this property and re-establish the role of the Fay Creek Ranch as a 
public and tribal asset. The SNC therefore recommends LWCF funding for the 
acquisition of Fay Creek Ranch by the Sequoia National Forest. 

Sincerely, 

Angela Avery 
Executive Officer 



 

 

October 7, 2021 

Mr. Michael Maguire 
California Office of Planning & Research 
Michael.Maguire@opr.ca.gov 
(via email) 

Dear Mr. Maguire: 

RE: LETTER OF SUPPORT FOR THE FALL RIVER RESOURCE CONSERVATION 
DISTRICT CalFRAME PROJECT 

The Sierra Nevada Conservancy (SNC) supports the Fall River Resource Conservation 
District’s California Forest Residual Aggregation for Market Enhancement (CalFRAME) 
Project (Project). The SNC works closely with the Fall River Resource Conservation 
District (District) to implement large scale wildfire, forest, and watershed health activities 
in the Northern Sierra Nevada. This collaborative Project strategically builds on 
federal- and state-funded activities to improve forest health, fire recovery, and economic 
vitality efforts by improving biomass feedstock supply chain logistics within the Northern 
Sierra Nevada. 

The CalFRAME project is the result of concerted efforts from multiple partners to meet 
collective goals. The proposed Project advances regional priorities identified in the 
Regional Forest and Fire Capacity Program planning process using criteria that include 
current conditions, proximity to communities and critical infrastructure, and project 
readiness. The health of forests, watersheds, and economies across the Modoc, 
Lassen, and Shasta-Trinity national forests and associated private lands is of critical 
importance to the SNC. The activities proposed in this Project are part of a larger effort 
to reduce the risk of high-severity wildfire, support forest restoration, and support the 
economic and social well-being of the Sierra Nevada Region. 
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The District has proven to be an effective partner in the region and has demonstrated 
the ability to successfully manage state funds and projects on both federal and private 
lands. The SNC has partnered successfully with the Fall River Resource Conservation 
District and fully supports this project. The SNC encourages the California Office of 
Planning & Research to consider supporting this Project. 

Sincerely, 

Angela Avery 
Executive Officer 



 

 

October 13, 2021 

Economic Development Administration American Rescue Plan  
Build Back Better Regional Challenge  

To Whom It May Concern: 

The Sierra Nevada Conservancy (SNC) is very pleased to provide this letter in support 
of the Sierra Institute for Community and Environment’s (Sierra Institute) application to 
the Economic Development Administration (EDA) American Rescue Plan Build Back 
Better Regional Challenge. The subject of this grant is the promotion of a forest industry 
regional growth cluster focusing on wood utilization.  

The SNC is a state department in the California Natural Resources Agency and SNC’s 
region covers all or part of 24 counties, and approximately 25 percent of California’s 
land mass. The SNC has worked for many years to promote the wood-products 
industry, seeing it as an essential element of the restoration of both forests and rural 
communities. The SNC’s many contributions include policy and funding support for 
innovative biomass business and workforce development projects, coordination and 
facilitation of industry groups and activities related to economic development in this 
sector, and staff work promoting biomass-business funding and related workforce 
development issues. Although SNC does not have any EDA-eligible projects, which 
would allow the SNC to be a full coalition member, it considers itself a strong partner in 
this application and plans to play an active role in promoting the implementation of any 
funding obtained. 

The SNC has provided several grants to the Sierra Institute and has engaged in many 
of its projects. It is an amazing organization with highly effective staff, and it has SNC’s 
full confidence. The Sierra Institute’s background includes workforce development, 
entrepreneurial development, and collaborative facilitation activities. In the last four 
months, this outstanding organization has managed to coordinate collaborative 
applications for two major federal grants, initiate a new entrepreneurial support 
program, and work on its own biomass business campus projects. The staff members 
managed to do all this, while also being in the midst of the catastrophic Dixie Fire, which 
burned almost half of their county and left many of them homeless. In addition to this 
experience and dedication, the Sierra Institute has an impressive network of 
relationships with other organizations, businesses, policymakers, and funding agencies 
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throughout the state. These are the necessary components of successful program 
implementation.  

There is no doubt that you are receiving numerous applications that argue the regional 
industrial development they propose is critical to their economies and communities, and 
this application makes the same argument. However, it is unlikely that other application 
activities will have such a large positive impact on the challenges of climate change and 
ecosystem resilience. The development of wood-utilization industries also provides a 
critical economic component to fuel-reduction efforts that are needed to prevent 
catastrophic wildfires. The SNC has heard many forest managers say that they cannot 
implement forest-thinning projects because there is no place to take the wood waste 
(biomass). If forest-restoration and fire-mitigation activities cannot take place, millions of 
acres will continue to burn every year. Wood-products manufacturing is critical in 
California for the communities, the ecosystems, and the climate. The SNC hopes you 
will give this application your full consideration for funding. 

Sincerely, 

Angela Avery  
Executive Officer 



 

  

October 21, 2021 

Ms. Susan Buto 
3D Elevation Program 
USGS National Geospatial Program 
12201 Sunrise Valley Dr. 
Reston, VA 20192 

Neal Driscoll, Ph.D.  
University of California, San Diego 
9500 Gilman Dr #0244 
La Jolla, CA 92093 

Dear Ms. Buto and Dr. Driscoll: 

I am writing in support of the University of California, San Diego’s application to the FY22 
USGS Broad Agency Announcement. The Sierra Nevada Conservancy (SNC) offers its 
commitment of $100,000 toward the project, titled “South Sierra California – QL1 LiDAR to 
Characterize Fuel Loads and Topography.” This effort will provide essential data for the 
Sierra Nevada region, critical for deepening the understanding of our landscapes in order 
to manage for restoration, ecosystem function, and resilience. This work aligns with the 
SNC’s regional goals and our primary initiative, the Sierra Nevada Watershed 
Improvement Program. 

As a state department within the California Natural Resources Agency (CNRA), the SNC 
regularly engages with CNRA and other partner agencies on work related to forest 
analytics and metrics. Therefore, along with our commitment, the SNC also supports the 
requests shared by CNRA specific to the submitted project to access, analyze, and use 
preliminary copies of the data and derived products; and for CNRA to partner closely with 
UCSD in the development and distribution of these data and derived products to ensure 
the broadest possible use by all stakeholders. 

The SNC truly appreciates the vision for this project, and I look forward to its selection by 
the 3D Elevation Program and its subsequent implementation. 

Sincerely,  

Angela Avery 
Executive Officer 

Enclosed: Attachment D - Validation of Proposed Funding Partners, SNC 



 

 

October 27, 2021 

Mr. Brad Worster, Commission Agreement Officer 
California Energy Commission 
715 P Street, MS-18 
Sacramento, CA 95814 

Dear Mr. Worster: 

RE: LETTER OF SUPPORT TO T2M GLOBAL AND WEST BIOFUELS PROPOSAL: 
PRODUCTION OF LOW-COST GREEN HYDROGEN FROM FOREST BIOMASS 
RESIDUALS 

The Sierra Nevada Conservancy (SNC) is pleased to support the T2M Global 
application to the California Energy Commission for a grant under the California Energy 
Commission’s Natural Gas R&D Program, GFO-21-502: Advancing Cost and Efficiency 
Improvements for Low Carbon Hydrogen Production. 

The proposed project at the Woodland Biomass Research Center in Woodland, 
California will use an existing pilot-scale gasification system to convert forest biomass to 
syngas from the gasification of high hazard zone fuels. A novel biomass to hydrogen 
reactor supplied by T2M Global will upgrade the biogas to pure renewable hydrogen 
and carbon dioxide that can be used for sequestration. The Project Team is a 
partnership between T2M, West Biofuels, and PowerTap. Together, they plan to offer 
commercial systems for carbon negative hydrogen production from biomass. 

Dead and dying trees can elevate the risk of catastrophic wildfires, which pose a 
significant threat to human safety, human health, and the environment. Sustainable 
forest management practices – in this case, the removal of dead and dying trees – can 
help reduce the chances of catastrophic wildfires while also promoting forest health, 
reducing environmental impact, and contributing to habitat protection. 

  



Mr. Brad Worster 
October 27, 2021 
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The SNC is excited about the technology proposed in the project and is eager to see 
the results of further development and commercialization. California and all other 
western states will be more able to sustainably manage their forest lands when 
additional commercially viable options for biomass utilization are available.  

Sincerely, 

Angela Avery 
Executive Officer 
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