
 

Board Meeting Minutes  
December 10, 2020 

1. Call to Order 
The meeting was called to order at 9:00 a.m. 

2. Roll Call 
Present: Terry O’Brien, Mary Rickert, Bob Johnston, Richard Anderson, Stacy 
Corless, John Brissenden, Rosemarie Smallcombe, Christopher Heppe, Jim 
Richardson, Nathan Magsig (arrived at 9:53 a.m.), and Susana Reyes 
Absent: Barnie Gyant, Paul Roen, and Richard Gillihan 

3. Approval of September 10, 2020, Meeting Minutes (ACTION) 
ACTION: Boardmember Bob Johnston moved, and Boardmember Mary Rickert 
seconded, a motion to approve the September 10, 2020, Meeting Minutes. 

After a roll call, vote the results were: Aye – 8, Nay – 0. The motion passed. 

4. Board Chair’s Report 
Board Chair Terry O’Brien acknowledged departing Subregion Representative 
Boardmembers Mary Rickert, Richard Anderson, and Stacy Corless. Departing 
Boardmembers provided brief comments. 
Chair O’Brien also acknowledged departing Boardmembers United States Forest 
Service (USFS) Representative Barnie Gyant and the California Natural 
Resources Agency Designee Jennifer Montgomery. 
Chair O’Brien also acknowledged and thanked Sierra Nevada Conservancy’s 
(SNC) Area Representative Lynn Campbell who is retiring at the end of December.  

5. Executive Officer’s Report (INFORMATIONAL) 
a. Executive Officer Update 

Executive Officer Angela Avery acknowledged the many accomplishments 
of SNC in 2020 including the award of 37 grant totaling about $18.7 million. 
Avery also mentioned that the Board’s Executive Officer performance 
review was completed prior to this meeting and she will be following up with 
Boardmembers to address comments and feedback given in the review.  



 

Avery provided the Board with a very high level overview of SNC budget 
and related actions. Avery stated that SNC currently has just under 
$15 million left in bond funding, $5 million in Proposition 68 available to be 
awarded in this fiscal year and next fiscal year. An additional $9.6 million 
dollars in Proposition 68 funding is available, with $5 million for grant 
projects in fiscal year 2022-23 and the final $4.6 million available for grant 
projects in the 2024-25 timeframe. 
Avery provided an update on the Roadmap to Resilience project announcing 
that SNC has entered into an agreement with Spatial Informatics Group to 
build off of the information and lessons learned from the Tahoe-Central 
Sierra Initiative and other large landscape Regional efforts. 
Avery announced the upcoming retirement of the Sierra Nevada 
Conservancy North Subregion Area Representative, Lynn Campbell. Avery 
thanked Lynn for her many years of service to the SNC and acknowledged 
all of her successes and many contributions to the Region. 
Campbell addressed the Board and provided thanks to the SNC staff. 
Campbell also addressed the Board and thanked them for the support and 
guidance over the years. 

b. Administrative Update 
Administrative Division Chief Amy Lussier addressed the Board to provide 
a high-level update regarding SNC administrative activities and budget. 
Lussier told the Board that based on the recent state orders, SNC has 
discontinued the approval of any essential travel. 
Lussier told the Board that SNC staff member Brian Bose will continue to 
be assigned to contact tracing for another six months, and the second 
SNC employee who was trained for contact tracing, Denice Maberry, will 
now be deployed. 

c. Policy and Outreach Update  
Policy and Outreach Manager Brittany Covich provided a brief legislative 
update by announcing that the new legislative session convened on 
December 7. Covich said that 70 Senate and approximately 100 Assembly 
bills have been introduced into this new session and SNC staff will 
continue to monitor and report on relevant bills. 
Covich provided an update on the Sierra Nevada Watershed Improvement 
Program Capacity Program. These Regional Forest and Fire Capacity 
Program (RFFCP) funds are currently supporting several areas including 
capacity building workshops and training, mapping Subregional projects, 
and other important activities. Covich shared progress updates from 
several of the grantees receiving funds under this program. 
Covich provided a brief Communications Unit update and highlighted the 
development of the Sierra Spotlight website, which will share the work 
being done by SNC and regional partners. 



 

d. Field Operations and Grants 
Field Operations and Grants Branch Manager Andy Fristensky provided 
the Board with an update of the division operations. This update included 
a heartfelt acknowledgement to Lynn Campbell for her hard work and 
dedication to the SNC. Fristensky also provided the Board with an update 
on the filling of Lynn’s position stating that Kristy Hoffman will take over 
the North Subregion and a new hire will take the North Central Subregion. 
Fristensky told the Board that the 100+ ongoing grants are moving forward 
and SNC is expecting to present additional grant proposals to the Board in 
March 2021. 
Fristensky provided the Board with an update on the Regional Forest and 
Fire Capacity Program funding specific to AB 2551 legislation, and said 
that SNC has started the outreach process to establish grant agreements 
to award funds for that purpose. 
Fristensky said the French Meadows partnership was recently recognized 
by the USFS, Region 5 in the category of all lands watershed and forest 
health. 

6. Election of Board Chair and Vice-Chair (ACTION)  
ACTION: Boardmember John Brissenden moved, and Boardmember Rosemarie 
Smallcombe seconded, a motion to elect Terry O’Brien as Board Chair for 2021.  

After a roll call vote, the results were: Aye – 9, Nay – 0. The motion passed. 

ACTION: Boardmember Stacy Corless moved, and Boardmember Richard 
Anderson seconded, a motion to elect Rosemarie Smallcombe as Board Vice-
Chair for 2021. The motion passed unanimously. 

After a roll call vote, the results were: Aye – 9, Nay – 0. The motion passed. 

7. 2021 Board Meeting Schedule (ACTION)  
ACTION: Boardmember Nathan Magsig moved, and Rosemarie Smallcombe 
seconded, a motion to approve the 2021 Board meeting schedule as follows: 

March 3 – 4, 2021 (Sacramento) 
June 2 – 3, 2021 (East Subregion-Mono County) 
September 1 – 2, 2021 (North Subregion-Shasta County) 
December 9 – 10, 2021 (South-Central Subregion-Mariposa County) 

After a roll call vote, the results were: Aye – 9, Nay – 0. The motion passed. 

8. Moonlight Restoration California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) 
Addendum (ACTION)  



 

Grants Reimbursement Coordinator Andrea Williams provided a PowerPoint 
presentation to the Board which summarized the project progress and outlined 
the Addendum. 
Boardmembers engaged in conversation with questions related to this project. 
Boardmember Christopher Heppe asked the cost per acre. Williams will come 
back to the Board and report out the cost per acre. Boardmember Susana Reyes 
would like to see the results from the proposed treatment method when the 
project is completed. 
ACTION: Boardmember Rosemarie Smallcombe moved, and Boardmember 
Stacy Corless seconded, a motion to approve as a Responsible Agency the 
addendum to the Initial Study/Mitigated Negative Declaration filed by the Feather 
River Resource Conservation District for the addition of prescribed herbivory as a 
treatment method on the Moonlight Restoration project and direct staff to take the 
necessary actions for its successful implementation. 

After a roll call vote, the results were: Aye – 9, Nay – 0. The motion passed. 

9. SNC Grant #1063 the Von Der Ahe Forest Enhancement Project California 
Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) Determination to Increase Treatment 
Acreage (ACTION)  
Field Operations Manager Luke Hunt provided the Board with a brief PowerPoint 
presentation which summarized the project action requested. 
ACTION: Boardmember John Brissenden moved, and Boardmember Mary 
Rickert seconded, a motion to approve the Executive Officer to file a Notice of 
Determination for the Von Der Ahe Forest Enhancement Project (1063), and 
authorize staff to revise the grant agreement to include additional treatment acres 
if previously authorized grant funds are available. 

After a roll call vote, the results were: Aye – 9, Nay – 0. The motion passed. 

10. 2020 Wildfire Impacts Update (INFORMATIONAL)  
SNC Regional Scientist Nic Enstice provided the Boardmembers with a PowerPoint 
presentation which summarized acres burned during the 2020 Fire Season. Other 
information such as drought and tree mortality numbers were shared in order to 
discuss the relationship between fire severity and factors such as these. 
Enstice’s presentation was followed by some recent in-Region photos presented 
by Field Operations and Grants Branch Manager Andy Fristensky. These photos 
demonstrated the positive impacts that past SNC projects have made in the 2020 
wildfire areas. 
Boardmembers engaged in extensive conversation around the PPT presentation. 
Boardmembers discussed questions around fire prediction and modeling as well 
as research and lessons learned.  
Boardmembers further engaged in conversation around funding and research. 



 

11. Annual Report (INFORMATIONAL)  
Communications Manager Isaac Silverman presented a brief PowerPoint 
presentation which provided an overview of the SNC Annual Report format and 
distribution plan. 

12. Boardmembers’ Comments 
Boardmember Stacy Corless and Boardmember John Brissenden made brief 
comments. 

13. Public Comments 
There was no public comment at this time 

14. Adjournment 
The meeting adjourned at 12:30 p.m. 
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