
Board Meeting Minutes 
June 4, 2020 – Zoom Webinar 

1. Call to Order
The meeting was called to order at 9:01 a.m.

2. Oath of Office for New Board Members
Board Chair Terry O’Brien administered the Oath of Office to the South Subregion 
Board Representative, Fresno County Supervisor Nathan Magsig, and Department 
of Finance Designee Richard Gillihan. 

3. Roll Call
Present:

• Terry O’Brien
• Jennifer Montgomery
• Mary Rickert
• Bob Johnston
• Richard Anderson
• Stacy Corless
• Paul Roen
• John Brissenden
• Rosemarie Smallcombe
• Barnie Gyant
• Christopher Heppe
• Jim Richardson
• Nathan Magsig
• Richard Gillihan
• Susana Reyes

Absent: 

• No Boardmembers were absent
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4. Approval of March 5, 2020, Meeting Minutes (ACTION)
• ACTION: Boardmember Paul Roen moved, and Boardmember Rosemarie

Smallcombe seconded, a motion to approve the March 5, 2020, meeting
minutes.
After a roll call vote the results were:

Aye – 10 
Nay – 0 
Abstain – 2 

The motion passed. 

5. Board Chair’s Report
Board Chair Terry O’Brien provided welcoming remarks to the Board and thanked 
the Sierra Nevada Conservancy staff for all the work to prepare for this meeting. 

6. Executive Officer’s Report (INFORMATIONAL)

a. Executive Officer Update

Executive Officer Angela Avery welcomed the Board and reiterated Board 
Chair Terry O’Brien’s welcoming comments and thanked staff for the hard 
work in preparing for this Board meeting. 
Avery also noted to the Board that in-region meetings may not be possible but 
the Sierra Nevada Conservancy (SNC) staff will be tracking meeting options 
and provide updates, as necessary. 
Avery also provided a brief update on the status of the Governor’s Executive 
Order relating to COVID-19 mandates. Avery advised the Board that the SNC 
has made a full transition to a telework environment and continues to serve 
the Region. She also said that SNC has been required to respond to many 
time-sensitive “drills” to assist Agency in making decisions to move forward 
with current Executive Order and budget restrictions. The SNC Executive 
Staff also continues to participate in weekly California Natural Resources 
Agency (CNRA) COVID-19 Task Force meetings to make sure that SNC is 
receiving the most current and relevant information. 
Avery provided the Board an update on the Governor’s call for contact tracing 
employees and said that two SNC employees have volunteered for this 
temporary job reassignment. The two employee names submitted meets the 
five percent staff request that CNRA has made of the Conservancy. 
Avery told that Board that the Grants team has compiled a list of shovel-ready 
projects, planning projects, and biomass utilization projects that could be 
funded “at the drop of a hat,“ in the event federal or state stimulus funding 
became available.  
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Avery also gave the Board an update on the boundary expansion legislation, 
SB 989. Avery said that this legislation has been modified to expand the 
boundaries into Trinity County. As SB 989 is currently written, it covers the 
watersheds that feed Oroville, Shasta, and Trinity reservoirs. These reservoirs 
feed the SNC Region and ultimately feeds the State and Central Valley water 
project reservoirs. Avery told the Board that SNC staff will be tracking the 
legislation and if this bill should pass, we will expand our existing initiative, the 
Sierra Nevada Watershed Improvement Program (WIP), into the new region. 
Avery told the Board that a Strategic Land Conservation grant in the amount 
of $491,500 awarded to Mariposa County in March has been declined. Avery 
said that SNC staff is exploring the possibility of awarding the money under 
another SNC program in the future. 

b. Administrative Update

Administrative Services Division Chief Amy Lussier advised the Board that 
the current telework policy is being updated to reflect the Governor’s 
Executive Order mandates and will be implemented within the next month. 
Lussier provided a budget update saying that the May revise includes SNC’s 
regular allotment for the Environmental License Plate Fund, which pays for 
SNC staff and operating costs. The May revise also includes Proposition 68 
local assistance funds in the amount of $5 million for SNC. 
Lussier also stated that if the state does not receive federal relief funds, the 
budget will reflect the Governor’s May Budget Revise numbers which has 
called for five percent operations decrease and a ten percent decrease in 
salaries of the SNC employees. 
Boardmembers engaged in conversation around the impacts of 
telecommuting and budget restrictions on SNC staff and grantees. Lussier 
advised the Board that as she understands the proposed state budget, we 
expect all funds, including the Environmental License Plate Fund, to be cut by 
five percent. Lussier continued to advise the Board that SNC staff will be 
looking for areas to cut funding and explore new funding opportunities. 

c. Policy and Outreach Update

Policy and Outreach Branch Manager Brittany Covich provided the Board with 
a brief PowerPoint presentation which summarized legislation that SNC staff 
are tracking, including two potential bond bills that could impact SNC’s work in 
the future. 
Covich provided a status update on the work of the SNC Partnerships & 
Community Support Team which has been leading the implementation of the 
WIP Capacity Program funded by a Regional Forest and Fire Capacity 
Program (RFFCP) block grant. Covich said that in addition to the RFFCP 
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work, the Partnerships & Community Support Team has continued to support 
capacity building throughout the Region by providing a series of Grant Writing 
Workshops. 
Covich provided a science update stating that the grant received by SNC to 
develop tools to aid in forest management planning by using LiDAR data is 
nearly complete and the application of the tools developed will be 
demonstrated utilizing LiDAR data on Tahoe National Forest.  
Covich also provided a brief update on Communication’s efforts within the 
SNC and provided visual examples of social media posts that have been 
used to amplify voices of our partners within the region. 
Covich also announced that the Biomass Utilization Fund was launched in 2020. 

d. Field Operations & Grants Update

Field Operations and Grants Branch Manager Andy Fristensky provided an 
update on executed grants made under the Delegation of Authority for 
remaining Proposition 84 funds. Fristensky announced North Yuba Forest 
Health Planning (SNC 951) was awarded to South Yuba River Citizens 
League in the amount of $200,000. Fristensky told the Board that this project 
falls within the Tahoe-Central Sierra Initiative (TCSI) boundary and the 
contractor and grantee will be using the TCSI science foundation to apply 
TCSI data, metrics, workflows, efficiencies, and lessons-learned to the North 
Yuba Forest Partnership. Fristensky told the Board that these grant funds 
represent the last of Proposition 84 funds. 

7. Action Plan Reporting (INFORMATIONAL)
Deputy Executive Officer Julie Alvis provided the Board an overview of the submitted 
staff report. This update included the background and current status of the Action 
Plan. Alvis highlighted the layout and organization of the staff report pointing out that 
accomplishments are organized by team to focus on their major accomplishments 
and is organized by strategic element. Alvis played a short video highlighting staff 
accomplishments. 

8. 2020-21 Action Plan (ACTION) // Attachment A – July 2020-21 Action Plan
Deputy Executive Officer Julie Alvis provided the Board with a PowerPoint 
presentation which outlined and summarized the 2020-21 Action Plan provided in 
Boardmember materials. Alvis pointed out that all activities included in the action plan 
are helping SNC to achieve three internal organizational priorities: serving the SNC 
Region, continuing to bring funding into the Region, and ensuring that SNC continues 
to operate efficiently and effectively and continues to be a great place to work. 

Alvis told the Board that the Action Plan is structured by team and then the plan 
describes core functions that represent ongoing business-critical work that the staff 
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does to support SNC’s mission and goals. The plan also includes specific activities 
that each of them plans to achieve in that given year. 

• ACTION: Boardmember Nathan Magsig moved, and Boardmember John
Brissenden seconded, a motion to approve the draft 2020-21 Action Plan and
direct staff to take the necessary actions for its successful implementation.
After a roll call vote the results were:

Aye – 12 
Nay – 0 

The motion passed. 

9. Regional Forest and Fire Capacity Program (RFFCP) Block Grant
Supplemental Funds (ACTION)

Field Operations and Grants Branch Manager Andy Fristensky provided a brief 
background and status update of the RFFCP funds as outlined in the Board meeting 
materials. Fristensky told the Board that as a result of the excellent work that our 
Community Partnerships & Capacity Building team has done with current funds the 
California Natural Resources Agency (CNRA) and the Department of Conservation 
has submitted a proposal to SNC to receive an additional $400,000 in RFFCP funds 
to be used to implement AB 2551. 

• ACTION: Boardmember Stacy Corless moved, and Boardmember Paul Roen
seconded, a motion to delegate authority to the Executive Officer to receive
supplemental RFFCP funds, to approve and execute grants and contracts
consistent with the above stated criteria for the expenditure of RFFCP funds,
to file a Notice of Exemption for any Categorically Exempt project, to report all
new grants approved to the Board, and direct staff to take the necessary
actions for its successful implementation.
After a roll call vote the results were:

Aye – 12 
Nay – 0 

The motion passed. 

10. CAL FIRE California Climate Investments (CCI) Interagency Agreement for
Intertribal Stewardship Workforce Development Initiative (ACTION)

Deputy Executive Officer Julie Alvis provided the Board a PowerPoint Presentation 
which outlined the $40,000 Timber Regulation and Forest Restoration Fund 
structure and the funds disbursement process to CHIPS via interagency agreement. 
Fristensky further discuss the CHIPS application to the CAL FIRE CCI program 
saying that the project will build off of the work started under the Timber Fund grant 
monies previously received. 
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Boardmember Rosemarie Smallcombe thanked the Board and CAL FIRE for 
consideration and provided examples of work and benefits that this money has 
provided Mariposa County. Additional Boardmembers echoed her sentiment. 

Public Comment: 
Regine Miller, CHIPS, addressed the Board to share some of the tribal relationships 
the CHIPS organization has established and highlighted completed project work in 
the Region. Miller continued to thank the SNC for the working relationship they have 
with CHIPS and current consideration  

• ACTION: Boardmember Richard Anderson moved, and Boardmember Paul
Roen seconded, a motion to authorize the Executive Officer to enter into the
necessary agreements, file environmental compliance documents related to
the project, and direct staff to take the necessary actions for its successful
implementation.
After a roll call vote the results were:

Aye – 12 
Nay – 0 

The motion passed. 

11. SNC Grant 1091 Black Springs Restoration Project Amendment (ACTION)
Field Operations and Grants Branch Manager Andy Fristensky and Field Operations 
Manager Luke Hunt presented the Board with a PowerPoint presentation which 
outlined the project details and staff recommendation. 

• ACTION: Boardmember John Brissenden moved, and Boardmember Susana
Reyes seconded, a motion to authorize the Executive Officer to file a Notice
of Exemption for the Black Springs Restoration Project (SNC 1091)
Amendment, authorize a grant amendment for Black Springs Restoration
Project (SNC 1091), and direct staff to take the necessary actions for its
successful implementation.
After a roll call vote the results were:

Aye – 12 
Nay – 0 

The motion passed. 

12. Forest Health Proposition 1 and Proposition 68 Grant Award
Recommendations (ACTION)

Field Operations and Grants Branch Manager Andy Fristensky provided a brief 
background presentation and summary of recommended project for the Forest 
Health Proposition 1 and Proposition 68 Grant Award Recommendations. Staff 
recommended six projects totaling $4,171,438. 
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12a: #1200 the Tiger Creek Fuel Break and Watershed Protection Project 

#1200 the Tiger Creek Fuel Break and Watershed Protection Project in 
Amador County in the amount of $834,126 to the Amador Fire Safe Council 
with a CEQA Notice of Exemption 

• ACTION: Boardmember Paul Roen recused himself from this agenda
item. Boardmember Stacy Corless moved, and Boardmember Mary
Rickert seconded, a motion to authorize the Executive Officer to file a
Notice of Exemption for the Tiger Creek Fuel Break and Watershed
Protection project (1200), authorize a grant award in the amount of
$834,126 to the Amador Fire Safe Council, and authorize staff to enter
into agreements necessary for project implementation.
After a roll call vote the results were:

Aye – 11 
Nay – 0 

The motion passed. 

12b: #1201 the Feather River College Watershed Improvement Project 

#1201 the Feather River College Watershed Improvement Project in Plumas 
County in the amount of $299,138 to the Feather River College with a CEQA 
Notice of Determination 
Public Comment: 
Darrel Jury, Feather River College, provided written comments which were 
read aloud during the Board meeting. Jury expressed his support of this 
project and thanked the Board for their consideration. 

• ACTION: Boardmember Bob Johnston moved, and Boardmember
Rosemarie Smallcombe seconded, a motion to authorize the Executive
Officer to file a Notice of Determination as a Responsible Agency for the
Feather River College Watershed Improvement Project (1201), authorize
a grant award in the amount of $299,138 to the Feather River College,
and authorize staff to enter into agreements necessary for project
implementation.
After a roll call vote the results were:

Aye – 12 
Nay – 0 

The motion passed. 
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12c: #1214 the View 88 Fuels Reduction and Prescribed Fire Readiness 
Project 

#1214 the View 88 Fuels Reduction and Prescribed Fire Readiness Project in 
Amador County in the amount of $999,196 to Calaveras Healthy Impact 
Product Solutions with a CEQA Notice of Exemption. 

Public Comment: 
Regine Miller, CHIPS, addressed the Board to provide thanks for the 
consideration of this project. Miller also provided the Board some highlights of 
the project area. Miller also shared with the Board that this work is a great 
supplement to the USFS work being done in that area. 

• ACTION: Boardmember Paul Roen recused himself from this agenda item.
Boardmember John Brissenden moved, and Boardmember Richard
Anderson seconded, a motion to authorize the Executive Officer to file a
Notice of Exemption for the View 88 Fuels Reduction and Prescribed Fire
Readiness Project (1214), authorize a grant award in the amount of
$999,196 to the Calaveras Healthy Impact Product Solutions, and authorize
staff to enter into agreements necessary for project implementation.
After a roll call vote the results were:

Aye – 11 
Nay – 0 

The motion passed. 

12d: #1236 the Big Chico Creek Forest Health Project 

#1236 the Big Chico Creek Forest Health Project in Butte County in the 
amount of $439,040 to the Butte County Fire Safe Council with a CEQA 
Notice of Determination. 

Public Comment: 
Eli Goodsell, CSU Chico Ecological Reserves, provided written comment 
which were read aloud during the Board meeting. 

• ACTION: Boardmember Paul Roen recused himself from this agenda
item. Boardmember Mary Rickert moved, and Boardmember Susana
Reyes seconded, a motion to authorize the Executive Officer to file a
Notice of Determination as a Responsible Agency for the Big Chico Creek
Forest Health Project (1236), authorize a grant award in the amount of
$439,040 to the Butte County Fire Safe Council, and authorize staff to
enter into agreements necessary for project implementation.
After a roll call vote the results were:

Aye – 11 



Board Meeting Minutes 
June 4, 2020 – Zoom Webinar 
Page 9 

Nay – 0 
The motion passed. 

12e: #1246 the Grant Grove Big Stump Ecological Restoration Project, 
Phase One 

#1246 the Grant Grove Big Stump Ecological Restoration Project, Phase One 
in Tulare and Fresno counties in the amount of $936,670 to the Great Basin 
Institute with a CEQA Notice of Exemption. 

Public Comment: 
Jerry Keir, Great Basin Institute, addressed the Board to provide thanks for 
the consideration of the grant. 

• ACTION: Boardmember Nathan Magsig moved, and Boardmember
Rosemarie Smallcombe seconded, a motion to authorize the Executive
Officer to file a Notice of Exemption for the Grant Grove Big Stump
Ecological Restoration Project, Phase One (1246), authorize a grant
award in the amount of $936,670 to the Great Basin Institute, and
authorize staff to enter into agreements necessary for project
implementation.
After a roll call vote the results were:

Aye – 12 
Nay – 0 

The motion passed. 

12f: #1253 the Deer Creek Park Fuels Reduction and Forest Health Project 

#1253 the Deer Creek Park Fuels Reduction and Forest Health Project in 
Nevada County in the amount of $663,268 to the Bear Yuba Land Trust with 
a CEQA Notice of Determination. 

Public Comment: 
Erin Tarr, Bear River Land Trust, provided written comment which were read 
aloud during the Board meeting. Tarr expressed her support of this project 
and thanked the Board for their consideration. 

• ACTION: Boardmember Paul Roen recused himself from this agenda
item. Boardmember Richard Anderson moved, and Boardmember Bob
Johnston seconded, a motion to authorize the Executive Officer to file a
Notice of Determination as a Responsible Agency for the Deer Creek Park
Fuels Reduction and Forest Health Project (1253), authorize a grant
award in the amount of $663,268 to the Bear Yuba Land Trust, and
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authorize staff to enter into agreements necessary for project 
implementation. 
After a roll call vote the results were: 

Aye – 11 
Nay – 0 

The motion passed. 

13. Vibrant Recreation and Tourism Proposition 68 Grant Award
Recommendations (ACTION)

Field Operations and Grants Branch Manager Andy Fristensky provided a brief 
background presentation and summary of recommended project for the Vibrant 
Recreation and Tourism Proposition 68 Grant Award Recommendations. Staff 
recommended two projects totaling $299,975. 

13a: #1271-RT the Acquisition to Expand and Enhance Noble Park and 
Oak Creek Park in Paradise, California Project 

#1271-RT the Acquisition to Expand and Enhance Noble Park and Oak Creek 
Park in Paradise, California project in Butte County in the amount of $220,700 
to the Paradise Recreation and Park District with a CEQA Notice of Exemption. 

Boardmembers engaged in discussion around project funding and specific 
eligibility for SNC funding under the directed grants program.  

Public Comment: 
Daniel Efseaff, Paradise Recreation and Park District, provided written 
comment which were read aloud during the Board meeting. Estaff expressed 
his support of this project and thanked the Board for their consideration. 

• ACTION: Boardmember Paul Roen moved, and Boardmember Mary
Rickert seconded, a motion to authorize the Executive Officer to file a
Notice of Exemption for the Acquisition to Expand and Enhance Noble
Park and Oak Creek Park in Paradise, California project (1271-RT),
authorize a grant award in the amount of $220,700 to the Paradise
Recreation and Park District, and authorize staff to enter into agreements
necessary for project implementation.
After a roll call vote the results were:

Aye – 12 
Nay – 0 

The motion passed. 
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13b: #1273-RT the Buckeye Hotsprings Recreation Enhancement and 
Watershed Restoration Project 

#1273-RT the Buckeye Hotsprings Recreation Enhancement and Watershed 
Restoration project in Mono County in the amount of $79,275 to Mammoth 
Lakes Recreation with a CEQA Notice of Exemption. 

Public Comment: 
Matthew Paruolo, Eastern Sierra Sustainable Recreation Coordinator, 
submitted written comments prior to the. Paruolo was available for comment 
and read his written statement. Paruolo provided thanks to the Board and the 
assigned area representative, Matt Driscoll, for the work they have done to 
put together this grant and consideration by the Board. 

• ACTION: Boardmember Stacy Corless recused herself from this agenda
item. Boardmember John Brissenden moved, and Boardmember Richard
Anderson seconded, a motion to authorize the Executive Officer to file a
Notice of Exemption for the Buckeye Hotsprings Recreation Enhancement
and Watershed Restoration project (1273-RT), authorize a grant award in
the amount of $79,275 to Mammoth Lakes Recreation, and authorize staff
to enter into agreements necessary for project implementation.
After a roll call vote the results were:

Aye – 11 
Nay – 0 

The motion passed. 

14. Proposition 68 Forest and Watershed Health, Vibrant Recreation and
Tourism, and Resilient Sierra Nevada Communities Grant Programs
(ACTION) // Draft Forest and Watershed Health Directed Grant Program
Guidelines // Draft FY 2020-2021 and 2021-2022 Companion Document for
the Vibrant Recreation and Tourism Directed Grant Program Grant
Guidelines // Draft FY 2020-2021 and 2021-2022 Companion Document for
the Resilient Sierra Nevada Communities Directed Grant Program Grant
Guidelines

Field Operations and Grants Management Branch Manager Andy Fristensky and 
Grants and Reimbursements Manager Shannon Ciotti provided a PowerPoint 
presentation for the Board to provide background and summarize the current status 
of grant funding and defined considerations to apply to all three grant programs. This 
project also outlined the focus areas for Forest and Watershed Health, Vibrant 
Recreation & Tourism, and Resilient Sierra Nevada Communities.  

Public Comment: 
Jeff Darlington, Placer Land Trust, addressed the Board on behalf of the Sierra 
Cascade Land Trust Council. Darlington provided thanks to the Board for the work 
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they do in the Sierra Nevada. Darlington said that he appreciates the incorporation 
of land conservation into the SNC Guidelines. 

• ACTION: Boardmember Nathan Magsig moved, and Boardmember
Rosemarie Smallcombe seconded, a motion to:
a. Approve the Sierra Nevada Conservancy Forest and Watershed Health

Directed Grant Program Guidelines and authorize staff to implement the
program with Proposition 68 funds appropriated to SNC in the FY 2020-
2021 State Budget.

b. Approve the Sierra Nevada Conservancy Vibrant Recreation and Tourism
Directed Grant Program Guideline Companion Document and authorize
staff to implement the program with Proposition 68 funds appropriated to
SNC in the FY 2020-2021 State Budget.

c. Approve the Sierra Nevada Conservancy Resilient Sierra Nevada
Communities Directed Grant Program Guideline Companion Document
and authorize staff to implement the program with Proposition 68 funds
appropriated to SNC in the FY 2020-2021 State Budget.

Due to technical difficulties Boardmember John Brissenden was unable to 
register his vote. 
After a roll call vote the results were: 

Aye – 11 
Nay – 0 

The motion passed. 

15. Boardmembers’ Comments
Boardmembers engaged in brief conversation thanking staff for the work that has 
gone into the Board meeting preparation as well as the presentations and meeting 
materials. 
Boardmember provided brief updates on various mapping and biomass projects. 

16. Public Comments
No public comment at this time.

17. Adjournment
The meeting adjourned at 1:55 p.m.




