Statement of Endorsement for the Sierra Nevada Watershed Improvement Program

California is on the brink of losing significant benefits from one of its most important ecosystems, the Sierra Nevada Region. Without immediate action, our primary watersheds – providers of more than 60 percent of California’s developed water supply and the primary source of the fresh water that flows into the Sacramento-San Joaquin Delta – will be dramatically transformed forever.

The Sierra Nevada Watershed Improvement Program (WIP) is the solution. The WIP will restore the health of California’s primary watersheds through an integrated collaborative program of increased investment and needed policy changes to facilitate the implementation of on-the-ground, ecologically sound restoration required to return our watersheds to a state of resilience. This program is organized and coordinated by the Sierra Nevada Conservancy and the United States Forest Service in close partnership with state, federal, and local agencies and diverse stakeholders spanning the range of Sierra interests.

As stewards of the Sierra Nevada Region, we, the undersigned, endorse the Sierra Nevada Watershed Improvement Program. We are committed to working with other WIP partners in identifying the level of ecologically sound restoration activities needed to return Sierra Nevada watersheds to a state of resilience, and quantifying the cost of implementing these activities. We will work collaboratively and in good faith to help overcome barriers to large scale landscape restoration; increase state, federal, and private investment in restoration activities; and secure support from those who benefit from the variety of resources that the Sierra Nevada provides to all of California.
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The Sierra Nevada Conservancy and the U.S. Forest Service, Pacific Southwest Region, will continue to act as the primary coordinators of the WIP, but, given the scope and scale of this program, we are heavily reliant on the active engagement and participation of our partners. 

Please select your main interests as our partner in the WIP: 

☐     Work with partners in the development of ecologically sound projects needed to restore the watersheds of the Sierra Nevada to a state of resilience. 

☐     Work with partners to focus existing funding, and identify and secure new funding sources for projects needed to restore Sierra Nevada watersheds to a state of resilience. 

☐     Work with partners to overcome policy barriers to large-scale watershed restoration and bring more resources into the Region to implement ecologically sound restoration projects. If you have interest in a specific barrier, please list it here: 

_____________________________________________________________________

☐     Work with partners in the collection, synthesis, or development of scientific research to help overcome policy barriers to large-scale restoration, increase investment in the Sierra Nevada, and implement ecologically sound projects to restore its watersheds to a state of resilience.  

☐     Join a communications network that will positively impact barriers to large-scale watershed restoration and bring more resources into the Region to implement restoration projects.

[bookmark: _GoBack]

Please indicate which watershed assessment area/s, if any, in which you have a particular interest:
[image: ] ☐     Regionwide
☐     Pit
☐     Upper Sacramento
☐     East Side
☐     Feather
☐     Yuba-Bear
☐     American
☐    Cosumnes/
         Mokelumne/Calaveras
☐     Stanislaus
☐     Tuolumne
☐     Merced
☐     Carson/Walker/
          Adobe/Mono
☐     San Joaquin River
☐     Lower Owens
☐     Kings/Kaweah/Tule
☐     Kern
☐     Tehachapi
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