RIM FIRE

FOREST FACTS

Forests burned in the Rim Fire may not fully

recover in our lifetime.

e Ecologists say that it could take 30 to 50 years for the forest to
reestablish itself in high severity burn areas.

e Preliminary studies suggest that more than one-third of the Rim
Fire burned at high severity. These dead zones leave a scarcity of
seed sources and make it hard for the forest to regrow.

e According to the Forest Service, the Rim Fire resulted in
large scale loss of vegetation and made the landscape highly
susceptible to weed invasion. Weeds crowd out plants that
animals depend on for food, lead to higher rates of erosion, and
compete with native plants for water.

Removing excess vegetation makes our forests
healthier and can protect our homes, our lives,

and our wilderness.

* Areas where excess vegetation had been removed prior to the
fire allowed firefighters to effectively keep the Rim Fire from
consuming cabins, a campground, and the communities of
Groveland, Big Oak Flat, and Pine Mountain Lake.

* Only 7% of the area that burned in Yosemite National Park did
so at high intensity due to the Park’s previous thinning and
prescribed fire activities.

The Rim Fire was the first of its kind, but it certainly won’t be the
last. The Sierra Nevada Conservancy has committed $1 million
towards Rim Fire restoration, and continues to work to reduce the
risk of these types of events throughout the Sierra. To learn more
please visit our web site.

The Sierra Nevada Conservancy is a state agency that carries out a mission of
protecting the environment and economy in a complementary fashion across the

Sierra Nevada Region.
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http://www.calaverasenterprise.com/news/article_67fd0eee-1a2b-11e3-af0f-0019bb2963f4.html
http://inciweb.nwcg.gov/photos/CASTF/2013-09-06-1648-Rim-PostFire-BAER/related_files/pict20130830-203933-0.pdf
http://www.fs.usda.gov/Internet/FSE_DOCUMENTS/stelprdb5436551.pdf
http://archive.9news.com/sports/article/355809/347/Nearly-40-percent-of-Rim-Fire-land-a-moonscape-
http://archive.9news.com/sports/article/355809/347/Nearly-40-percent-of-Rim-Fire-land-a-moonscape-

