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As part of the SNC’s ongoing efforts to communicate the importance of the Sierra 
Nevada and justify the need for additional investment to protect and enhance the 
Region’s resources, the SNC is actively involved in two statewide initiatives: 1) the 
Department of Water Resources’ California Water Plan Update 2013, and 2) the Delta 
Stewardship Council’s Delta Plan.   

Background 

 
The California Water Plan (CWP) is a collaborative planning framework for agencies 
and stakeholders to develop findings, make recommendations and inform policy and 
management decisions for California’s water future. The plan analyzes status and trend 
data to identify effective actions and policies for meeting water management objectives 
such as reducing demand, increasing supply, reducing flood risk, improving water 
quality, and enhancing environmental and resource stewardship.  The plan is updated 
every five years with the goal of soliciting broad input and support for strategies and 
actions that meet California Water Code requirements, guide state investments in 
innovation and infrastructure, and advance integrated water management and 
sustainable outcomes into the future. 
 
The Delta Plan is a separate, legislatively mandated effort designed to achieve State-
mandated co-equal goals of providing a more reliable water supply for California and 
protecting, restoring and enhancing the Delta ecosystem.  This plan is being developed 
by the Delta Stewardship Council as a requirement of the Sacramento-San Joaquin 
Delta Reform Act of 2009.  Because the Delta is the delivery hub for much of the State’s 
water and is linked to so many statewide issues, the plan’s scope and purview will 
encompass decisions pertaining to statewide water use, flood management and the 
Delta watershed. 
 
By actively participating in these two efforts, the SNC has an unprecedented opportunity 
to provide a Regional voice, educate state and federal agencies and other decision-
makers about the Sierra, and influence how the Region’s issues, needs, strategies and 
recommendations get addressed in statewide venues.  Together, these activities 
support objectives in the SNC Strategic Plan 2011 Focus Areas related to Watershed 
Protection and Restoration, Healthy Forests, and Long-term Effectiveness of the SNC. 
 

 
Current Status 

The SNC believes that we can be the most effective by leading the Region’s 
participation in various components of the CWP development.  To that end, we 
volunteered to serve as lead author of the Mountain Counties Regional Report. The 
Mountain Counties report is one of 12 regional reports that set the stage for the 
strategies included in the plan.  Regional reports outline specific goals and objectives, 
funding needs, existing efforts, unique characteristics, challenges/opportunities and 
cross-cutting issues in each of the 10 hydrologic regions and overlay areas in the state 
(see Attachment A for map).   

California Water Plan (CWP) Update 2013 
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As lead author, we will be working with agencies and stakeholders to identify what 
should be included in the report, solicit content, coordinate and edit submissions, 
develop administrative and public review drafts, and coordinate technical and peer 
review.  We will also be working with the Department of Water Resources to coordinate 
a series of regional outreach forums as a means of sharing information and soliciting 
local knowledge and expertise for the regional report.   
 
The SNC is also representing Sierra interests on a number of topic-based caucus 
groups that work together to address issues and develop recommendations for inclusion 
in the plan update, including: 

• Land Use – to help make the connection between land use and management 
decisions and their impacts on water quality and quantity; 

• Sustainability Indicators – to contribute our experience and learn from others 
about how to develop metrics that can most effectively tell the story and measure 
progress in achieving our goals; and 

• Finance – to work with our stakeholders and other upstream constituents to 
identify and develop workable financing options to support necessary work in the 
upper watersheds of the Sierra. 

 

Given that the Sierra contributes half or more of the water flowing into the Delta, we felt 
it was important to represent the upper watershed and identify ways to work together 
with Delta interests to address ecosystem health and water supply concerns throughout 
the state.   

Delta Plan 

 
To that end we are participating on the State Interagency Team, have consulted with 
the Mountain Counties Water Resources Association and others, and have contributed 
comment letters on multiple drafts of the plan itself.  Our comments have revolved 
around the need to balance upstream and other public trust issues in the development, 
implementation and enforcement of Delta flow requirements, habitat restoration 
priorities and other components of the plan.  In addition, we are calling for more 
collaboration and consultation between upstream and downstream interests and 
requesting that the Financial Needs Assessment include restoration and enhancement 
projects as well as infrastructure projects in future need projections. 
 
The draft Environmental Impact Report on the Delta Plan is scheduled for release on 
November 3, 2011, with a 90-day public comment period ending February 2, 2012.  The 
SNC will be meeting with constituents during the public comment period and leading 
efforts to provide meaningful input on the alternatives presented.   
 

Our overall goal in both of these efforts is to make sure people – including agencies, 
commissions and councils – know where their water comes from, what it costs to 
provide a clean and reliable water supply, and the economic benefits of protecting the 

Next Steps 
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source of the State’s water, one of its most important resources.  We also aim to work 
with our partners in the Region to help them recognize the two-way nature of our 
connection to the Delta and downstream users.  We believe the best hope for truly 
addressing the underlying issues that have kept us at odds in the past is to foster a 
better understanding and appreciation of just how interrelated our issues are. 
  

This is an informational item only; no formal action is needed by the Board at this 
time, although Boardmembers are encouraged to share their thoughts and 
comments. 

Recommendation  


